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The EXPOSITOR 


AND HOMILETIC REVIEW 


2 ee eee 
A Journal of Practical Church Methods j 


I 
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PURELY BUSINESS § 


HE answer to your query is an unhess 

tating “YES.” Yes, there will be a 194: 
Ministers’ Annual. The letters that flood ii 
from over the world, from readers and fron 
those generous souls whose contributions makk 
the book not only possible but what it is, de 
cide the matter for us. | 


Doctor J. G. F. Blaesi of Brooklyn, says 
“For the preparation of the divine weet 
hymns, Scripture lessons, preludes, postlude 
and inspirational homiletic thought, I conside 
the Minister’s Annual America’s greatest hom 
iletic value.” } 

Doctor J. Stanley Durkee says, as he sull 
mits two strong sermon manuscripts, “I a 
honored to speak through your great boob 
But it’s great reach challenges one’s fear. WH 
is sufficient for these things?” 


With Doctor John Andrew Holmes’ sermc 
comes a letter saying, regarding the Annuz 
“I believe that I have aided a little in tH 
monumental work you have been doing and 
hope I may still be useful this year.” ny | 


With such reader-contributor reaction ~ 
The Annual, our duty as well as our joy, is < 
once clear. There will be another volume « 
The Annual this year. We are at work upc 
it and are heartened, by the clear, distinct 
so badly needed note found in the manw 
scripts. It will be another strong book, wort 


of place on your study desk. 


John D. Emrich 17 Farrington 
9 W. Washington London, E. 
Chicago, [linois England | 
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serves both the great cathedral 
and the small church. a 


HROUGHOUT America are 

churches of every size and every 
architectural type. Each one of these 
the American Seating Company can 
serve—and serve well. American 
Seating’s master wood carvers 
can bring inspiring beauty, true to 
ecclesiastic tradition, to any church 
whether it be large or small. 


Comfortable pews, exquisitely 
carved wood furnishings, chancels, 
pulpits—these and other church 
furnishings are made available to 
you by American Seating. In addi- 
tion, American Seating offers fold- 
ing chairs that combine beauty, dig- 
nity, comfort and economy. Please 
write for information. 


Se 


First Unitarian Church, Chicago, Illinois 
—showing American Seating Company 
Cathedral chairs. 


Inexpensive Gothic red oak pew created 
by American Seating craftsmen. For the 
church of limited means. 


“GRAND RAPIDS, ‘MICHIGAN 


Bea. Carved Memorials, Pulpits and Sanctuary Furniture, Tables, Chairs 
and E pipes for Church 5 Schools Uae ee in te Cities 
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This Sound System 


‘makes hearing easier 


—in every seat! 


RCA Victor 


less the physical voice can be heard. That’s 
one reason why so many churches, both large 
and small, are installing the RCA Victor Golden 
Voice—an outstanding sound amplification 
system. It enables members of the congregation, 
no matter where they are seated in the church, 
to hear faultlessly. 

With the RCA Victor Golden Voice sermons 
and announcements can be heard with the same 
volume and clarity in every pew. And thespeaker 
may talk naturally, without voice strain. 

Designed for every size church, the RCA 
Victor Golden Voice is most economical. It is 
easily operated and provides the very finest 
type of reproduction. Expertly installed, it pre- 
serves all the dignity and reverent atmosphere 
of the church. And it is a system you can buy 
with confidence for it is made by the world’s 
most experienced sound amplification company. 
Send coupon for full details. 


: | TH SPIRITUAL VOICE is of small value un- 
4 


For finer sound system performance—Use RCA Tubes, 
Trademark “RCA Victor” Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. by 
RCA Mfg. Co., Inc. 


Designed and Priced for all Churches 


Commercial Sound Section (Dept. EX- 8) 
RCA Manufacturing Co., Inc., Camden, N. J. 


Gentlemen: Please send me full details about 


RCA Victor Golden Voice. 


CHURCH SOUND SYSTEMS 


RCA Manufacturing Co., Inc., Camden, N. J. 
A Service of the Radio Corporation of America 
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BLIND BARTIMAEUS 


Mark 10:51. “Lord, that I may receive my sight.” 


Oh Lord, that I may receive my sight, 
And nevermore be blind: 

To the rose of the dawn above the hill, 

To the matchless splendor of human will, 

To the silent grief that often lies 

Mute, appealing in human eyes; 

To the brave, fine things in daily life, 

That lie deep-hidden from worldly strife, 
May I nevermore be blind! 


O Lord, that I may receive my sight, 

And nevermore be blind: 
To the sheen upon the blue-bird’s breast, 
To the glory of gold in the sun-drench’d West 
To the hurt that is hidden in secret deep, 
The holy courage a heart can keep: 
To the wonder of faith, the glory of love, 
And the infinite mercy of God above, 

May I nevermore be blind! 


—Wallace H. Finch. 


Reprinted from July, 1928, issue of Expositor, p 
1122, at the request of P. A. D., Penna. 
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WAR 


I see a mighty army pass 

With Gatling gun and poison gas; 

On, on it goes with steady gait, 

Its banner flaring “Greed” and “Hate.” 

“We want your land, we want your grain, 

It matters not if millions slain 

It takes to win; what care we, then, 

For lives of women, children, men. 

“We'll try to kill each mother’s son, 

So we can say the vict’ry’s won.” 

The vict’ry won by strength and might— 

No thought of what is wrong or right. 

“Tf starving women, children, too, 

It takes, we'll see our plans go through. 

Your suffring, tears to us are naught— 

To such we never give a thought, 

“Because we want to monarchs be, 

To rule the land, to rule the sea; 

We are your master, forward now 

And as our subjects humbly bow.” 
Fk 


But then another host appears— 

The sight indeed doth calm my fears. 
My faith lifts up, I hear Him say, 
“The despot’s rule will pass away.” 


—Benj. A. Beard 
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TODAY 


I did not see the lovely star 
that shone o’er Bethlehem; 
I did not bring rich gifts from far 
And, kneeling, offer them. 
I did not see His chubby face, 
Bedimpled and benign, 
While glory shone about the place, 
With Him your hope and mine. 
But in a tear-stained face today 
I saw the Light that glowed 
Within the manger where He lay 
As God His Gift bestowed. 
And in a mother’s song tonight 
I heard the angel hymn, 
And in a childish face alight 
I caught a glimpse of Him. 


—Robert Caspar Lintner. 


The Exposii 


T was to a candidate for the pulpit that 
the committee put the question, “Do you 
use notes?” To which came the facitious 

ply, “Yes, I can; but I prefer cash!” But, 

umor aside, is it better to preach with or 
ithout the manuscript? 


There are plenty of sermons so ideally read 
both to delight and to instruct the listener. 
or such the three objections of one hearer 
re not valid — “It was read; it was not well 
ad; it was not worth reading at all.” For 
ere are many ministers who read not so 
uch from the paper as through it. The Puri- 
ns were mostly sermon-readers; and _ theirs 
e models of sermon-making. 


It is probably true of most audiences that 
e sermon directly preached reaches them 
tter. As one of our most effective ministers 
clared, “I will allow nothing, not even a 
Ipit, between me and my congregation.” 
is lips and their ears are therefore like the 
pen wire of a telephone connection; no inter- 
rence breaks the fullness of thought. Each 
tener would feel his message was directly 
x him; fewer notes meant fewer distractions. 


There are valuable aids to the possession of 
is essential faculty. Primarily a sincere belief 
at your sermon ought to be preached. “Woe 
me, if I preach not the gospel!” was not 
clusively Paul’s zeal; the modern preacher 
eds it quite as much as that master-orator. 
hy preach at all, otherwise? It was to young 
jeologues that Dr. W. H. P. Faunce gave 
te sound advice, “Before you write your sub- 
t, write your object.” This done with a 
ring pen increases the probability that the 
bs will burn later as with a live coal from 
lf God’s altar. Nor need there be any paper 
fore the preacher to start the fire. 


}Perhaps if the test were applied, many 
leachers would discover, and maybe to their 
yn amazement, that they were full enough 
their subject to dispense with the manu- 
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NOTES IN PREACHING? 


ROBERT B. PATTISON 


script. Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman used no notes 
in one of his series of evangelistic sermons. 
He gave as his reason, addressing Boston min- 
isters, “If you cannot remember your sermon 
well enough to preach it, how can you expect 
your hearers to remember it well enough to 
live it!” It might be an excellent breeze that 
would blow your notes from your pulpit so 
that you would discover you really could fin- 
ish your sermon without finishing your con- 
gregation in the process. 

A minister can always rethink what once 
he has carefully thought. He can therefore 
preach what he has prepared. It is like a 
second trip along a roadway previously trav- 
elled, so that the guide posts have a familiar 
appearance and are expected in a certain 
sequence. The steps of a ladder naturally 
coordinate; so do the steps in a sermon if 
well-constructed. Preaching without notes be- 
comes therefore reasonable and natural under 
similar circumstances. 

A further aid, and one not to be neglected, 
is in writing the sermon with utmost care. It 
is really impressed on the mind, ready for its 
preaching, by this very method. If from this 
a sermon-outline is condensed it becomes 
easier; all the more so if the outline is re-writ- 
ten before entering the pulpit Sunday morn- 
ing. “Writing maketh an exact man,” said 
Bacon; it applies certainly to sermons, both 
in whole and in outline! 

It has been abundantly proved that mem- 
orizing is best accomplished before going to 
sleep; the mind retains the ideas most in- 
delibly then. It will prove to you that you 
can trust your memory far better than you 
think you can. 

Another aid is the cultivation of “thought- 
memory” as distinguished from word-mem- 
ory. Not the exactness of expression but the 
surrender to the ideas within the sermon will 
prompt the mind to state the thought a second 
time with accuracy and often with much free- 
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dom. Words may enslave the lips; ideas mem- 
orized will give liberty of utterance. 


Sermons are far more easily spoken if there 
is picturesqueness in them. A story goes far; 
there is less friction when a parable oils the 
mind. You cannot forget the stories Jesus 
told, nor fail to obtain the lesson he was thus 
implanting. “Never man so spake” partly be- 
cause his words had pictures in them, so that 
the common people were all able to hear him 
gladly and responsively. Your sermon-stories 
will wonderfully aid your preaching without 
notes and as surely will help your hearers to 
remember what you taught. 


Beware of over-preparation. It is a sort of 
“muscle-bound” state so feared by the athlete 
who has overtrained himself. Dr. Alonzo 
Stagg, the expert coach of Chicago, used to 
insist his players leave something to the im- 
pulse of the moment. Initiative is thus kept 
alert, ready for any emergency. It is as Gypsy 
Smith stated it, “Give the Holy Spirit a 
chance!” Thus ministers may become “muscle- 
bound” in their religious methods, but this 
does not advocate slipshod preparation so 
much as developing what Jesus advocated: 
the belief that the Holy Spirit would guide 
into truth and the Spirit of the Father would 
speak through human speech when conse- 
crated to God. Every minister has experienced 
how often the thought which made a very 
deep impression was the very one he did not 
prepare, but which burst, full-born, from his 
lips with a spontaneous, natural, enthusiastic, 
spiritual fervor! 

But this would not take too literally the 
injunction, “Open your mouth and I will fill 
it!” For the open mouth of the speaker may 
close the ear of the listener. It is not then so 
much the impulse of the moment as the im- 
pulse of the subject that counts. Goethe’s 
mind was filled with poetic thoughts, his inner 
spirit alert for ideas; therefore he could say 
that his best thoughts came “like singing birds, 
the free children of God, crying Here we 
are!” 

All this bespeaks the advantage of preach- 
ing without notes. A sense of joy, power, 
freedom, attends this method of speaking. 
Paul before Felix cheerfully made his defense 
because he had done much previous thinking 
and then abandoned himself to the thought 
with a conscience void of offense towards God 
and man. “The Lord stood by me and 
strengthened me.” So was the message more 
fully proclaimed; not by the use of mere 
words but by words dedicated before hand. 


This may include the intelligent use - of 
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notes, a digest of the sermon, and even tal! 
into the pulpit. Dr. Alexander Maclaren w 
a master of preaching without notes but — 
confessed that he always carried them w 
him in his pocket though he never had! 
take them out. It was a mental attitude ] 
it gave him comfort and doubtless added 
his pulpit preaching. Many ministers disc 
their notes entirely, but they glance th 
through during the singing of the hymn be 
the sermon: it provides a feeling of ass 
ance and grants power to the preacher. 
Furthermore, preaching without notes gi 
all the stimulus of a listening audience. “Le 
your listeners in the face and you will rec 
the inspiration’ of their listening,” is the 
couraging advice of a wise instructor. CF 
lotte Bronte in her “Jane Ayre” says, “7 
interest of the listener quickens the lips; 
the narrator.” Each, in fact, reacts upon 
other, even though it is possible to prea 
as Bourdeloue did, with half-closed eyes <« 
lowered head; or as Luther, to whom 
congregation became “like blocks 
wood.” Or Cardinal Newman who lost 
ease in speech when he did not write and t= 
read his sermons. How much power we 
conjecture, would have been added to 
powerful preachers had they but trained tha 
selves to look intently at those who listen 


Individual temperaments need be con 
ered in any case. Some ministers will n 
read effectively, some will be more effec 
because they read, some will preach } 
when no notes stand like a barrier betw 
them and their audience. To each type 
Russell’s definition of eloquence applies: 
a flame, it requires matter to feed it, mo? 
to excite it, and it brightens as it burns.” 

But for those who learn how to pr 
without notes, there is acquired a sens 
spiritual freedom, a feeling of oneness v 
the congregation, and a hope that such dir 
ness may make his sermon an event in 
life of some listener. It may come with sc 
difficulty, but in a special degree Paul’s we 
apply, “Your labor is not in vain in the Lo 
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Under Three Blind Alleys 

Dr. Cadoux makes clear that Christians * 
find liberal modernism unsatisfying, dive 
from it either to the left or to the right; to 
left stand the non-Christocentric humanist 
the right the fundamentalists, the Barthian 
a large group whom many would call * 
orthodox,” but whom I prefer to call—witE 
prejudice or disrespect — the traditionalistt 


The Expos 


NE of the acute annual problems of 
the pastor is to secure a large and 
sufficiently representative gathering of 
e congregation for the annual business meet- 
g, or for some special meeting to deal with 
n important matter of church business. If he 
as a Sunday morning attendance of three 
ndred he will likely have seventy-five on 
ednesday evening to consider and direct 
e business affairs, and two-thirds of those 
resent will be members of the official boards. 
hen he makes protest he is likely to be told, 
ell, Dominie, we know you will handle 
erything all right!” But that is not enough. 
e feels he must have a large part of his 
embership definitely familiar with the pro- 
am and problems of the parish. How is 
is to be done? Here are some ideas that 
ve helped. 


Instead of long and dry reports read by the 
cretaries of the various organizations, drama- 
ation of the work may be attempted. For 
ample, a few members of a ladies organiza- 
m may present a “sewing bee” and in the 
evitable conversation tell of the accomplish- 
ents of their class, or whatever it may be. 
meone can generally be found to write a 
od script. A few “wisecracks” about offi- 
rs, the minister, or others may be intro- 
ced to lighten it. Of course, care must be 
ercised in the selection of the persons to 
ke about, but most people will take it prop- 
tly. Boy Scouts in uniform can always be 
ed effectively. A “true or false” quiz can 
presented. Questions as to size and mem- 
rship of the official boards will reveal the 
norance of many in the church. Charts can 
made which will show growth of the con- 
egation, receipts for current expenses, ex- 
nditures, size of building debt, etc. A good 
airman will keep everything and everybody 
od-natured, and a surprising amount of in- 
rmation can be conveyed, and a correspond- 
g amount of interest generated. 


One church board in sending out the call 

the annual congregational meeting en- 
sed proxies, asking for their return if it was 
possible for the member to be present. 
sout forty-five came back signed, but there 
s an attendance of two hundred and sixty, 
king over three hundred voters in a con- 
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ATTENDANCE 


WM. TAIT PATERSON 


gregation of six hundred. Here is the form 
of the proxy: 
PROXY FOR THE ANNUAL 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 


OF THE CHURCHS = 25 (State) 
(---Date of meeting___) 

Be it known that I, the undersigned mem- 
ber of the Church, do hereby ap- 
POINTE =e ee a el my truesanea 
lawful attorney, with power of substitution 
and revocation for me and in my name to 
vote at the Annual Meeting of said Church 
to be held on (__-date__) or at any adjourn- 
ment of said meeting with all power I would 
have if personally present. 

(re ae address_____ ) 

Gogthise (eeeedatess-) 

(Signature ) 

It is suggested one of the following be 


chosen as proxy: 
Mr. 


IMTS ee eee Be oe 

In suggesting proxies persons enjoying the 
confidence of the membership should be 
named. The important result is not in the 
number of proxies that are returned, but in 
the impression given of the importance of the 
meeting. 

There is always the age-old idea of staging 
a congregational dinner. But every pastor 
knows that fifty per cent or more will slip 
away as soon as they have been fed, and he 
finds himself when business begins with the 
same small minority as always. One church 
tried a new procedure. The dinner was com- 
plimentary, being financed by the officers at 
a cost of about two dollars each. The mem- 
bership was divided in groups of about twen- 
ty. Hosts and hostesses were selected. Printed 
invitations were sent out, and in addition the 
hosts and hostesses phoned a personal invita- 
tion to the persons assigned them. This 
brought out a larger number than the usual 
general announcement, and reservations were 
made in good time and in a proportion that 
made easier the work of the “kitchen police.” 
But the big result was in the fact that not 
over a dozen left after the meal. The people 
were there as invited guests, and felt them- 
selves obligated to remain with the hosts and 
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hostesses until the program closed. The par- 
ticular church has tried it on three different 
occasions and it has worked each time. 

The Non-resident Member: 

A bothersome item for the average pastor 
is the non-resident member who never com- 
municates with the church, who never sup- 
ports the church, and who never replies to 
communications. Some pastors meet the prob- 
lem simply by placing such names on an inac- 
tive list. But some denominations require that 
the members be written to before the names 
are so disposed of. The necessary letter trou- 
bles most ministers. They are anxious to show 
a continuing interest in the member, to 
awaken interest on their part, and, if possible, 
to have them take up active connection with 
a church in their new neighborhood. The fol- 
lowing general letter may be suggestive in this 
problem: 

“My dear Friend: 

Although you now reside elsewhere, your 
name is still on the roll of this Church, and 
the Session of the Church is concerned for 
the spiritual life of each member. Because of 
that interest we write you and other non-resi- 
dent members. 

Ordinarily one derives little benefit from 
membership in a Church one cannot attend 
and where one is not active. For the greatest 


LABOR’S OWN OPINION 


vey of Labor Opinion, published in the 

June issue of Fortune, are in some ways 
quite unexpected. Henry Ford is listed as the 
person who has been most helpful to labor; 
John L. Lewis receives principal blame for 
the rift in its ranks; employers are considered 
mostly fair as to hours, wages and working 
conditions, but considerably less so in the 
matter of promotions. 

Replies to the question: “Which of these 
people do you feel have been on the whole 
helpful to labor and which harmful?” tabu- 
lated as follows: 


Tes findings of the current Fortune Sur- 


Helpful Harmful Don't know 


Flenry Ford: sermasiiepnceete nents 73.6% 12.3% 14.1% 
Senator Wagner fas e.ccecoovece $1.8 5.6 42.6 
William Green! gancee eee eee 49.7 18.2 32.1 
Secretary of Labor Perkins...... 43.4 19.4 37.2 
Alfred P: Sloan, Jric.. <. Sh..ccs 25.5 7G} 66.8 
Senator Robert LaFollette....... 2.0 5.5 72.5 
Senator Burton K, Wheeler..... 19.1 BZ, 77.7 
John Lewissace-ccnseasanee 32.6 446 22.8 
Norman Dhomas: .)siine.ceannd on 14.1 20.5 654 
Tom'Gidier ) cies eae. . 44 97 85.9 
Barl Browder \teccmecree neset es 4.2 39.4 $6.4 
«< 


“Extraordinary,” says Fortune, “is the fact 
that so many names that are prominently 
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value we believe it necessary to belong to) 
Church where we reside. We feel that we a 
rendering you a spiritual service in suggestii 
that you become an active member in so 
Church near your present home. Not on 
can you derive greater benefit from such mer 
bership but you can be of more help to Chrt 
and His cause in that way. 

The matter of transfer is very simple. Wr 
us, or have the pastor of the Church write 1 
giving the name of the Church and the cit 
and we will send a “Letter of Dismissa 
which, on being accepted by that Churc 
makes you a member there. 

We are interested in our non-resident me 
bers and desire for each the most satisfyii 
and fruitful life. Let us know where you ha 
been attending, and your experience sin 
leaving 

May God bless you in your present locati 
and lead you into a richer service and fuller li 

Faithfully yours, 
THE SESSION 
tk See , Moderator.” 

A failure to reply, of course, settles 
question of the disposition of the name. Hoi 
ever, many replies will be received, some = 
letters, some with explanations, some requ 
ing the dropping of the name, but all, 
nearly all, friendly. 


identified, pro and con, with labor in poli 

and labor in industry should be so far on t 
fringe of the workingman’s consciousness 

to evoke a “Don’t know.’ Industrialists Gird 
and Sloan are there. So are Candidates Tho 
as and Browder, Progressives Wheeler a 
LaFollette. 


“Tt is perhaps less extraordinary that Fc 
should top this well-assorted list in populari 
But it is a significant reflection of the fact tk 
what U. S. labor wants most for its toil is 
high wage rather than the recognition 
economic and political principles, for ew 
members of the C.I.O., the most milite 
group in labor, give anti-union Henry Fc 
a thumping vote of 51.5 per cent. 


“Occupational breakdowns show that eve 
class of workers, from office help to the v 
employed, gives these individuals the sa: 
relative positions with one minor except? 
and one major exception. The minor exce 
tion was Girdler.... 

“The major exception was Lewis, who ¢ 
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ried just one occupational group in 14, the 
miners. Green, however, won the approval 
of majorities having opinions in all occupa- 
tional groups, and of the C.1.O. itself. Lewis, 
condemned by the A. F. of L., has the ap- 


roval of the C.I.O. by a large margin.” 
The question regarding fairness shown to 
mployes by American employers, “How many 
pmployers — all, most, about half, some, or 
aone — would you say are fair to employes?” 
‘esulted as follows: 


About Don't 
Concerning: All Most half Some None know 
Hours ? Yo 417% 21.3% 22.3% 3.4% 4.7% 


Working conditions?. 3. 41.2 23.6 22.0 29 7.3 


6 

0 
\\ages ard salaries?, 1.9 34.8 27.6 26.5 3.9 5.3 
Promotions? . ..... 1.9 24.4 19.5 33.7 69 136 
Collective bargaining? 2.1 22.6 15.3 24.0 43) SlZ 


“The answers charted above reveal an in- 
eresting moderation in labor opinion,” For- 
une observes. “Very few take any extreme 
iew of employers, and actually on three 
ounts more than half of the employers are 
redited with fair dealing — in hours, in work- 
ng conditions, and in pay. 

“The finding that labor’s most decisive in- 
ictment of its bosses is on the grounds of 
nfairness in making promotions may be just 
ne more link in the Survey’s chain of evi- 
ence that one of the strongest American 
aits is personal self-confidence and the desire 
9 get ahead. Promotions are the vehicle for 
is. And perhaps there are more workers 
ho believe they deserve to be foremen than 
ink they are underpaid in their present jobs. 
“Geographically, employers are the most 
ighly regarded, on most counts, on the Paci- 
ec Coast and in the Southwest. They are 
ost condemned in the Southeast and, on 
romotions, in the highly competitive North- 
st and in the Mountain States.” 

The question, “Do you regard picketing as 
good or bad method of protest?” drew 
bplies which revealed a real schism on a 
ndamental question of labor tactics. 


Independ- 
All C.1.O A.F.of L. ent union Nonunion 
labor members members members’ workers 
Good.» ... 21.9% 46.7% 39.4% 24.1% 15 8% 
Depends..-.. 15.1 19.8 20.1 17.4 13.5 
Gad... es 55.5 32.2 38.4 55.3 61.4 
§Don't know.. 7.5 13 21 3.2 93 


“Members of the two major union groups 
‘e inclined to believe in picketing, but not at 
1 by clean majorities. Independent and un- 
ganized workers, indeed the bulk of U. S. 
{bor as a whole, have a great lack of faith 
picketing as an effective method of protest. 
d every laboring occupation but one con- 
s by large majorities of those having opin- 
Ins that picketing is bad. The exception is 
ineworkers of whom only a plurality, 42.9 
sr cent, say ‘bad’ against 35.2 per cent who 
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Say ‘good. If,” the magazine comments, “a 
picket line commands the unqualified approv- 
al of only one-fifth of the workers, it may do 
labor’s cause more harm than good.” 

_ Opinion on union dues suggested an “in- 
cipient revolt” although “perhaps many of 
them are just grousing, and the leaders of the 
A. F. of L. and C. I. O. should congratulate 
themselves on the loyalty of the majority of 
their followers. 

“If so, the railway brotherhoods should be 
particularly gratified, for 62.2 per cent of the 
railroad workers are satisfied with their dues, 
and another 2.5 per cent believe they are not 
high enough.” 

Only 11.4 per cent of the workers ques- 
tioned favor formation of a national labor 
party, and “56.6 per cent of all American 
workers believe labor unions should keep out 
of politics altogether.” The replies were: 


Keep out of polities: 0 ce. gccsmiarneeesif eons sie 36 6% 
Support one of the two major parties..... ... 18.0 
Form a national labor party...... Rfreresta she 114 
Domitknow Wecyowterss sorctsteveta stale terse istetsisaie ciaye'e 14.0 


“Samuel Gompers and many another old- 
time leader of U. S. unionism would have 
been pleased with these results,” Fortune mag- 
azine comments. “For they show that labor’s 
traditional non-political attitude, which they 
most earnestly preached, is standing up in a 
time when political stratification according to 
class interests is on the increase.” } 

The breakdowns give no part in the’ tradi- 
tionalism to age or to laboring occupation and 
little to geography. Only C.I.0. members 


“differ appreciably from the average,” thus: 
C.1.0. members 


National laborspa tye suey ctactinelteeieitalemeeyelers 24.2% 
Support mayor parties eam ielasiateuleleiele -lelsm vse 22.9 
Keep: out of politics... chi.) stena cis csises eatin v= 45.8 
Dye Hen Ge ag aboonbundoanoone nbonnNe sang pee ful 
The majority endorsement of unionism, 


however, is impressive, especially in view of 
the fact that two-thirds of U. S. labor is not 
organized. The question, “Which of these 
statements comes closest to expressing your 
attitude toward unions in general?” elicited 
these percentages: 


The principle of untonism is good, and we ought 


to have unions under any circumstances... 291% : 
It would be better if we didn’t need unions, but 59.6% 

we certainly need them now to protect the 

workingman ....ssee.ses epoeaasadngssy08 6 30.5 
Unions are needed in some situations, but cer- 

tainly not in the majority of them.........-++ 25 Ye 
Unions do more harm than good and should be To 

abolished) silieensssodhsiewcinds a ssseems toga 9.2 

5.8 


Don't kKnOW ...cececece cress teres eee receeeees 

While half of the approval is based on 
practical grounds “the belief that unions do 
more harm than good is surprisingly small, 
when it is considered that there are large sec- 
tions of the country that are regarded as 
firmly anti-union. 
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“Actually, however, pro-union majorities 
prevail in every section of the country and in 
most occupations. The main exceptions are 
office workers and farm hands, with sales- 
clerks equally divided on the question be- 
tween the first two and the next two answers. 

“The largest majorities for unions under 
any circumstances are: mine-workers, 60 per 
cent; railroad workers, 58; building workers, 
46.4. And the larger the size of the establish- 
ment in which workers are employed, the 
stronger the feeling that unions are necessary 
— although even in companies hiring less than 
25 employes there is a 51.1 per cent majority 


STAINED GLASS 


IN CHURCHES AND LIVES 
A. K. WALBORN 


“And he gave some to be apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and 
some, pastors and teachers; for the per- 
fecting of the saints, unto the work of 
ministering, unto the building wp of the 
body of Christ, till we all attain unto the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a full-grown man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ.” Eph. 4:11-18. 


O back about six or seven hundred 
GS years, and look upon the traveling 

workmen with their pots and chemi- 
cals, going from place to place, working at 
their glass making trade. Their “stained” or 
13th century type of glass was a “blown” 
glass as distinguished from the many forms of 
modem “rolled” glass. In the blowing pro- 
cess numerous small air bubbles are formed, 
helping to catch up and reflect light rays. You 
may see many of these small air bubbles in 
church windows upon close examination of 
the glass. 


The very first type of colored windows 
were really not windows at all, but mosaics 
of opaque substance making a design or fig- 
ure for decorative purposes. Later this same 
idea was transferred to glass, and the com- 
pleted product was set in an opening in the 
wall, thus fulfilling its task of decoration as 
well as that of providing light in the struc- 
ture. One of the first needs was some type of 
holder for the small pieces of glass. Cement 
or plaster was frequently used but not with 
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expressing qualified or unqualified approve: 
of unions. “Here is the way the answers divid 
according to union status: | 


Independ- ' 
GEO: A.F.of L. ent union Nonunion 
members members members’ workers 
ioni under any 
See an . 55.8% 53.5% 39.1% 21.3% 
: eas 
Spaeae at 32.7 32.3 39.5 28.9 
Unions needed only in 
some situations ... 89 11.2 18.6 30.5 
Unions do more harm 
than good ........ 8 1.8 24 11.8 
Don’t know ....---- 0.8 iy 0.4 Fi) 
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From Information Service, Dept. 
Education, Federal Council of Churches, 
Avenue, N. Y. C., June 8, 1940. 


any degree of success. Some early workm 
conceived the idea of using channelled lead 
strips matching the thickness of the glass 4 
be inserted. While the method of manufa 
turing leaden strips has greatly advanced, th 
method of installation and the design its 
has not been improved upon to this day. 

Sand or silica, melted at a great heat, wit 
small additions of lime, charcoal or other sul 
stances for color, gives us the basic conter 
of glass. However, the degree of heat and th 
length of boiling or “cooking” has much - 
do with regulating color in the finished proe 
uct. Cobalt, copper, iron and other minera 
are sometimes added for color. One interes 
ing thing about reds is that they may beco 
too deep and appear black. To offset t 
tendency, a thin covering of red may tf 
fused or coated on a clear piece of glass, thr 
controlling the depth of color. 

Stained glass is characterized by the br- 
liance, depth and clearness of color. “TE 
‘pitch’ of the color is the intensest conceivabl 
and stimulates the sensibilities like an exu] 
ant anthem. One feels that this mixture 
blue and ruby was made use of by a deep 
instinct than taste. Such windows seem 
fulfill an active part in worship ritual —< 
incense of color.” (Lethaby’s Medieval A 
Stained glass has the faculty of “holding tl 
sunlight as it were, within it so that the wh 
becomes a mosaic of lace bound fire.” 

An artist, using water colors, places his d 
sign on heavy paper, in the colors and pe 
tern he desires, then cuts the paper desis 
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into numerous small pieces, the size and 
shape of the glass to be used, and then the 
glass is cut according to the design, both in 
color and shape. 

The small pieces of glass are first set in wax, 
and the window placed on an easel of clear 
glass and set up in a north exposure with 
draperies drawn so that all light entering the 
studio comes through the window being de- 
signed. The light passing through the finished 
window must be controlled, so the artist cov- 
ers the entire window surface with a pigment 
called “Ancient Brown.” When this dries, the 
artist removes a considerable part of this cov- 
ering with brush or other tool, bringing out 
the highlights, and shading the darker sec- 
tions. The artist must keep in mind the place 
where the window is to function. Is it an 
east window, a west wall, a north or a south 
one? When will the room be used, early 
morning, noon or afternoon? When these 
facts are known, he will strive to make the 
window appear at its best at the hour indi- 
cated. 

When he has gone over the entire section, 
the window is taken down, every trace of 
wax removed, and the glass fired much as 
china is fired. After the firing process, the 
window is again assembled in wax, set up 
and examined;—perhaps the artist will repeat 
the process, not once but several times, until 
he gets the exact results desired. Then the 
edges of glass are dipped in varnish and per- 
manently set in the leaden strips. 


Stained glass windows cannot be manufac- 
tured, bought or sold as bricks, stone or lum- 
ber. Every window must be designed for the 
frame and structure it is to occupy. Every 
pane in each individual window must be con- 
sidered in and of itself in its proper relation 
to all other pieces, so that it will make a har- 
monious whole. Then too, the entire window 
must be seen or conceived in its proper rela- 
tion to every other window in the same room. 
There must be a harmony of color, of form, 
and the motive and symbolism that furnishes 
the underlying inspiration. 

“Light is the glory of the stained glass craft, 
and it is the vibrations of light, playing 
through various colors, that most powerfully 
istinguishes the medium. A window comes 
live in light, and is at the mercy of the light 
it receives.” 

Christ Jesus, our Lord, is the Light of the 
orld. And He has said that we His fol- 
owers are to be light in the darkness of 
arth. “Let your light so shine before men 
hat they may see your good works and glor- 
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ify your Father in heaven.” Even as windows 
are dependent on the light they receive from 
the outside so are we, on Christ. So are we 
bound to our Lord to reflect His glory as He 
grants us knowledge, grace and opportunity in 
this life. How essential that we keep our 
eyes fixed upon Him that we may faithfully 
portray His will. As we look at glorious win- 
dows let us remember our Call to shine, pul- 
sate, gleam for Jesus Christ. 


Observe the effect of a passing cloud on 
a sunny day upon these windows. It is im- 
mediately revealed by an enrichment of color. 
Cloud and sunshine, sunshine and cloud, al- 
ternating, reveal the inherent beauties con- 
tained in the glass. So in life, sunshine and 
cloud reveal the depth of our Christian faith. 
The deeper our trust, the more serene our lives. 


Remember each window has been designed 
and made for a particular place or spot with 
definite facts ascertained beforehand. Does 
not this remind us of a Christian Congrega- 
tion, with members with various gifts and 
talents, each one serving in the place or ca- 
pacity in which the great Designer has placed 
him? (Quote text). Each one of us, there- 
fore, is to labor and live in the congregation 
in the place where God has placed us. We 
cannot take a west window and place it in a 
north one. It is not a question of size or 
shape alone but of the inner spirit or com- 
position. So God asks us to honor Him in the 
task and place He has chosen for us. 


Another lesson we should not overlook is 
the fact that windows impress themselves and 
in turn they themselves are influenced by 
every other window in the room. A beautiful 
window, quiet, rich, refined, placed between 
old panes of green and amber, and neither the 
new nor the old, look their best. We are vital- 
ly influenced by our associates and compan- 
ions. If our associates are not quite all that 
we want them to be, let us remember to “be 
strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might,” to win, to convert to His ways those 
we contact in daily living. Let not our inner 
spiritual hope and glory be clouded or marred. 

To see windows at their greatest beauty, 
one should enter the church at the close of 
day, a while after sundown. Study the glor- 
ious beauties then revealed. Do not hurry, 
but take time to note them as they gradually 
change into deeper, and ever deepening col- 
ors, and then finally die out. What a sugges- 
tion for the close of life, a growing old grace- 
fully, with our virtues heightened, our tem- 
pers softened, our spirits mellowed, because 
we have walked and lived with Him. 
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The Editor 4 Col umn 


The Minister's Task 


ISTAKES in proof reading and print- 
Mi ing have caused many headaches to 
writers, editors and publishers. Such 
mistakes are often amusing and sometimes 
they are revealing. Not long ago I came 
across this unusual notice: “THE PREPARA- 
TION AND DELIVERY OF SEASONS. By 
Carl S. Patton. A minister’s task.” I have 
heard of many tasks assigned the minister but 
this is the first time I ever came across his 
connection with the preparation and delivery 
of the seasons. 

A Christian minister has many experiences 
and is often asked to do many things. Last 
evening a wanderer stopped, wanted to show 
me how bad his feet were and asked me to 
fix them for him. I told him to go to one of 
the hospitals because I wasn’t much of a hand 
at fixing feet. I recall serving a mission one 
summer when every Sunday morning I had to 
go early to the lodge hall which served as the 
meeting place, sweep, dust and arrange to be 
ready for the congregation. Then at two 
country churches, it was my task to help the 
men cut the church and cemetery grass. There 
I learned to wield a scythe. I also learned to 
cut hay and grain and how to gather and 
store it. At other times I have fired the fur- 
nace, carried ashes, repaired organs, pipe and 
reed, installed electric fixtures, painted and 
even repaired stained glass windows. I have 
hauled groups to and from church meetings 
and have been called on Sunday morning with 
this request, “Pastor, will you bring your car 
and take me to church and bring me home 
again after?” I have helped embalm bodies. 
I have driven a hearse. I have been pall- 
bearer, pastor and assistant undertaker. I have 
even had a funeral where I arranged the 
flowers, seated the people, conducted the ser- 
vice, closed the casket, helped carry it out 
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to the grave and lower it, conducted the com 
mittal service, and saw that the grave wa 
closed. I have been called to diagnose garde 
troubles and to discuss the making of calf! 
head soup. I have helped set bones and 
have been in the operating room with persom 
who refused to go unless I was there. I hay; 
been choir director, orchestra director an 
financier. Here is an item from a diary I on 
kept: “Carried all beginners’. chairs to t 
north side of the church. Dropped a two bi 
four on my foot. Fixed and cleaned sink fa 
the ladies.” 


Often I wonder what other men’s exper: 
ences have been. Truly the minister’s task = 
as varied as the seasons. —W. R. S. 


7 


Next to Godliness 
Crees slip by even for the one wholl 


unconcerned with and unconscious o 
their passing. The believer is happ 
that they do. Only he who is without hop 
would maintain Time’s status quo. The trc 
phy for the race lies at the goal. 


So days lengthen into years and thou 
Lois is far from burdened with them and - 
“putting away childish things,” times we 
when, like Paul, she spake as a child, felt & 
a child and thought as a child. 


Common among children, even those 
graying locks and shoulders bent and warpe 
under the heat of the day through whic 
they have about travelled, is the most huma 
tendency to selfishness — selfishness in th 
sense of self-interest. “My pop is bigger 
yours,” has its adult prototype in endles 
form. “I’ve got more pennies than you have: 
raised to the nth degree, is the motiv 
power behind the lives of the well know 
Joneses, with whom we strive to keep up. 


The Exposita 


As long as we are we, we will find a 
certain type of earthy satisfaction, if not ac- 
‘tual delight, in attempting to gild our own, 
individual little lily and in so doing we will 
be following in the footsteps of a tiny Lois, 
who, when friends had come to spend the 
evening at her home, searched the house high 
and low for something new which she could 
pass around for the admiration of all, even- 
tually came into the living-room to show 
the new can of kitchen cleaning-compound 
she had located in her search. 


As long as it is something new and shiny, 
possessive of an unmarred surface of glossy 
lacquer, bespeaking recent issuance from the 
production line of man’s busy factory, and as 
long as it is ours, we are prone to let our 
thoughts and words dwell upon it too long. 
Just for the sake of variety, which Cowper 
holds, gives life all its flavor, learn, if you 
have not, to voice appreciation of the pos- 
sessions of others. 


There are sins beyond an over-abundant 
self-interest, but few find a richer soil in 
which to come to bloom than selfishness. 
When all is said and done, I have an idea 
that few of us could show anything more 
worthwhile than Lois’ can of cleansing-pow- 
der. There was at least potential godliness in 


the object of her admiration. 


’Religion’s Magna Charta 


ERE is a question that must eventual- 
ly be faced. Have we that fine sense 
of reality, feeling and concern for fel- 

low humans, which our confessions, creeds 

nd catechisms so earnestly enjoin and to 
hich we add our name on the dotted line? 
re we truly interested in that newcomer who 
came to church last Sunday? What about 

this soul? his job? his full development as a 

itizenP It cannot be that our interest is only 

at he fills another seat and makes possible 
nother dime for that lean treasury? We sing, 

I love thy church, O Lord.” What do we 

ean? Merely love for the denominational 

machinery, keeping those ecclesiastical wheels 
oing round? Well, that is some job. But 
even wheels must have some hidden motor 
ower to keep them busy. Our job is to win 

ind save souls. The Church always was a 

iving center of organic spiritual culture. Don’t 

ake it just another club or organization 
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where one may be entertained and “get ac- 
quainted.” Society has too many of the latter 
already, with the result that the church is 
relegated to a secondary or even last place. 
=), JB: 


The Pastor Says — 


O one can give much help to the min- 
| \ | ister in the preparation of his pastoral 

prayer, except to suggest that The 
Dictionary of Hackney Phrases be kept in 
mind. 

Despair is the master of all impossibilities. 

Many a good story has been spoiled by 
poor telling. 

The minister who preaches the last book 
or the last magazine article he has read does 
not need his Saturday night: after all his ser- 
mon is finished. 

The best of religion cannot be expressed in 
words, one knows it only for oneself. 

Nature has never been interested in mak- 
ing perfect machines. 

Words dangerously distort. 

In prayer we touch a power which is in- 
comprehensible to any except one who does 
not believe in it. 

The question “Is there a God” can prob- 
ably never be answered except by the disap- 
pearance of the question. 

Prayer happens when the primitive self 
bursts out into an expression of its deepest 
loyalties and need. 

A great weakness of Protestantism is that 
the success of its services so entirely depends 
upon the personality of the minister. 

Many a member sits in his pew and won- 
ders what is going on in the mind of the 
minister who is leading in prayer. 


tA 
ADORNMENT 


Foul dust and dirt and grimy soot 

Adorned the sacred halls, 

And in the place where Christ is preached, 

Much filth bedecked the walls. 

The painter came and did his job; 

The grime has disappeared, 

And in the place where dirt had ruled, 

Bright colors have appeared. : 

Sometimes like walls our lives are smirched 

With dust and earthy clod; 

The sins with which we’ve been possessed 

Have hidden us from God. 

O Painter Great, apply Thy brush 

With blood from the Divine, ; 

Til purged from dross of every kind, 

Our lives shall shine like Thine. 
—Zech Ford Bond, 
Hyde Park Baptist 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Church, 
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CHURCH ME a Cre 


The RuraJ Church as Architecture 

The church building and its equipment 
should always be means to more important 
ends, and not ends in themselves. However, 
increasing recognition is given to the signifi- 
cance of the building and of the whole envir- 
onment as instruments of service, and as they 
affect the quality of the churches’ ministry in 
worship and education. 

In a church of any size or location the 
effectiveness of the program is severely handi- 
capped by an ugly and inadequate structure, 
or, it may be greatly aided by a _ beautiful 
and carefully planned building. There is no 
reason why the rural church cannot be 
planned as effectively as the town or city 
church for a Sunday and week-day, Threefold 
Program of Worship, Religious Education and 
Social-Recreation. 

The achievement of an entirely satisfactory 
rural church building, new or remodeled, is 
not a matter of size or great cost, but of care- 
ful application of basic principles and wide 
experience to the particular local problems. 

Economy calls for special ingenuity in plan- 
ning the right kind and amount of spaces, 
with sufficient compact service and_ storage 
facilities for a variety of activities in the same 
space during the course of a week. Some of 
these provisions may anticipate trends and 
new activities hoped for in the near future. 

Economy or other circumstances may sug- 
gest a building improvement program of sev- 
eral units or projects, to be accomplished 
over a period of several years, each successive 
unit taking its prearranged place in the ulti- 
mate plan with a minimum of difficulty. 

In comparison with town and city churches, 
limited financial resources are offset by lower 
building costs and by the possibility of par- 
tial contributed material and volunteer labor. 

In all of the above ways, the new or im- 
proved church building provides opportuni- 
ties for several kinds of growth:— 

In expansion of numbers and capacities. 

In better teaching made possible by im- 
proved conditions in the Sunday School. 

In more frequent and more varied partici- 
pation by the present membership. 

In greater variety of activities-and minis- 
try to the congregation, present and added, 
and to the community. 
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In fuller and more meaningful experience: 
made possible by a more beautiful and wor 
shipful church building. 

While the rural church building presenti 
specially interesting problems of finance ane 
design, it offers also opportunities for uniqui 
experiences, not so readily found in the citt 
church:— 

In community ‘sharing more comprehensiv; 
than a city project. 

In more personal participation through com 
tributed labor and materials. 

In creative, cooperative design, especiall 
in the architecture and worship services c 
the sanctuary, utilizing local traditions an 
talents, with professional assistance by minis 
ter, musician and architect. 


In the building enterprise itself, an enspirit 
ing, creative experience for the membershi 
emphasizing dramatically to the communi 
the vitality and timeliness of the church 
work.—Walter A. Taylor, A. I. A., Syracu 
University, Consultant, Interdenominatio 
Bureau of Architecture. 
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A Sunday Evening Hymn Festival 
A HYMN Festival in the Embury Methoc 
ist Church, Brooklyn, New York, on the eve 
ning of May 19, may be of inspiration t 
many other ministers. Choirs and directo» 
from seven Churches were present:— 
Embury Methodist, Janes Methodis 
Church of the Evangel, Calvary Episcopa 
Irving Square Presbyterian, Throop Aven 
Presbyterian, and Lewis Avenue Congregz 
tional. 


The theme: “A Hymn Cycle of the Day? 


Order of Worship 
Organ Prelude: Improvisation on Hym 
Tunes “Pilgrims” and “Hanover,” Calver. 


Processional: “Ancient of Days’ No. 5 
Methodist Hymnal. 


Call to Worship: Colossians 3:16-17. 


Pastoral Prayer and Lowrd’s Prayer wit 
Choral Response. 


“Prologue.” 


Sunset: Scripture setting—Mark 1:32-3 
Hymn—“At Even E’er the sun was set.” 


The Exposité 


Call of Evening: Scripture setting—I Sam. 
Hymn—“Hushed was the evening 


3:1-10. 


hymn.” 

Evening: Scripture setting—Matt. 8:23-27. 
Hymn—“Fierce raged the tempest.” 

Midnight: Scripture setting—Mark 14:26. 
Hymn—*’Tis midnight, and on Olive’s brow.” 

Hour of Trial: Scripture setting — Luke 
22:55-60. Hymn—“In the hour of trial.” 

Hour of Triumph: Scripture setting—Gen. 
32:24-30. Hymn—“Come, O Thou Traveler, 
unknown.” 

Daybreak: Scripture setting—Mark 1:35. 
Hymn—‘Still, still with thee.” 

Daylight: Scripture — setting—Psalm 
Hymn—“Awake my soul.” 

Gospel Light: Scripture setting — Matt. 
28:19-20. Hymn—“O Zion haste. . .” 

Children’s Hour: Scripture setting—Mark 
10:13-16. Longfellow’s Children’s Hour. 

Prayer and Benediction. 

Recessional: “My times are in Thy hands.” 

Postlude: “St. Ann.”—Noble. 

—The Rev. Howard B. Warren, Ph. D. 


fe 
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June 5, 1940 
HE EXposITor: 

Under the date of April 1918, Expositor 
olume 19, number 7, you had a very won- 
erful article by Dr. Albert Clarke Wychoff 
n the subject, “Creed and Krieg.” 

I do not know of anything more apropos to 
he world situation of today by way of source 
aterial and by way of understanding the 
orces operating under the surface of the be- 
havior of men and nations, than to have you 
eprint this article by Dr. Wychoff. I think 
ur whole ministerial calling will be grateful 
or this statement of facts. It gives one a 
learer understanding of the ideologies which 
oday are causing such havoc upon an other- 
ise peaceful world. 

May I also add, that your colorful illustra- 
ion of Jesus and the Temptation to become 
fh superman, would also be worthy of repro- 

uction. 

As a faithful reader of THE Exposrror for 
good many years, I take the liberty of mak- 
g this humble request, subject to your own 
dgment. Thanking you, I remain 

Very truly yours, 
Orion C. Hopper, Jr., Pastor, 
emorial Presbyterian Church, Newark, N. J. 


L 


etter to Contributors to Church Budget 
| The following letter sent to contributors to 
lhe Church budget, who keep their payments 
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up-to-date, may have a suggestion for your 
local Board of Trustees: 


The Letter 
Dear Subscriber: 

The Board of Trustees of the First Presbyterian 
Church, East Aurora, New York, wishes to express 
appreciation for the manner in which you pay your 
subscription to the Church. 


You are one of the contributors who realizes that 
pledges have to be kept on a current basis if bills are 
to be paid when due. 

We know that we can count on your continued co- 
operation in keeping up the payments on your pledge, 
which is very gratifying to us. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed with Treasurer’s name, and 
President of Board of Trustees.) 
L 


Calendar and Lectionary 

“In the July Expositor, page 323, the writer 
mentions the Calendar and Lectionary pub- 
lished by Moorehouse Publishing Company,” 
writes Rev. B. R. Bauman, P. O. Box 51, Win- 
throp, Iowa, “and I would like to secure the 
address of the Moorehouse Publishing Com- 
pany. Will you be so kind as to send it to 
me, stamp inclosed.” 

The Moorehouse Publishing Company may 
be reached in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and any 
inquiries addressed to the company will re- 
ceive careful attention. It is an old and reli- 
able house. 


of 


Conscription as Opposed to Peace, 
Democracy and Liberty 


Ministers interested in cooperating with the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, should address 
John Nevin Sayre, 2929 Broadway, N. Y. C., 
for information on the Burke-Wadsworth Bill 
on the general subject of universal conscrip- 
tion. Since this subject touches vitally the 
subject of “religious liberty” and freedom of 
conscience, it behooves ministers to inform 
themselves, and to ACT on that information. 


7 


Silver Wedding Program Wanted 

“I have been asked by an old gentleman, 
(over 80),” writes Edward A. Ford, Thibo- 
daux, La., “to officiate at the twenty-fifth an- 
niversary of his (second) wedding. 

“IT wonder if some of my brother preachers 
with experience in such ceremonies would be 
willing to suggest a ritual suitable for such an 
occasion? I am wholly at a loss to know how 
to conduct it.” 

The general index of each volume of The 
Expositor will offer suggestions on such pro- 
grams. A review of a number of these sug- 
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gestions shows several points generally ob- 
served. These are that the music, hymns, 
solos, or instrumental, be selected from “fav- 
orites” named by the couple celebrating the 
anniversary; that members of the family take 
part in the service; that a program be made 
available for those attending, which may also 
be in the form of a souvenir; that the wife 
and husband be permitted to voice their views 
on “what constitutes a happy or successful 
marriage.” 

So far as possible, guests at the wedding 
should be invited as honor guests to the ser- 
vice, and favorite colors should be used for 
decoration even as to candles and flowers. 


fs 
Sunday School Annex 


Suggestions on plans, heating unit, etc. are 
sought by Rev. Joe A. French, Hickory, Vir- 
ginia, who contemplates the construction of 
a Sunday School unit as an addition to a 
modest Church building. The probable 32 x 
50 foot, two floor, building may have class 
rooms on the first floor and an auditorium on 
the second, with heating unit and water in- 
stallation. Rev. French says, “We need an 
architect to draw our plans and it is my un- 
derstanding that you will help us on this. 
What are the terms for preparing plans for 
such a building?” 


The request for suggestions on plans was 
sent to the Interdenominational Bureau of 
Church Architecture, New York City, where 
his needs will be given prompt consideration. 


ry 
Magical Object Lessons 


Object lessons for Children are a constant 
need on the Preacher’s list of requirements, 
and many who have inquired for such help 
will be interested in a paper bound book of 
50 pages, containing 25 Magical Object Les- 
sons, prepared by J. B. Maxwell, Greenwood, 
Arkansas. The price is $1.00, and each lesson 
is probably worth that. A list of “Where to 
Secure the Equipment” is given in detail. 


of 
Work for the Men’s Group 


“Imparting masculine strength to all phases 
of our Church work,” is accomplished by the 
Rev. M. E. Dodd, Baptist Church, Shreve- 
port, Ala., through assigning responsibility of 
varied nature to the men. 


They provide especially prepared speakers 
for special services. 
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They conduct continuous evangelistic work 

They conduct many extension services ir 
Church missions, pastorless Churches, anc 
other places. 

They do continuous enlistment work, securt 
ing tithers and pledges. 

They visit the sick in the homes and in hos 
pitals. 

They come from the Sunday evening mee 
ings into the evening Evangelistic Church ser 
vice and bring a spirit which helps the whole 
service tremendously. 

They provide wholesome entertainment fo 
the men of the Church, devoid of the too 
prevalent slam-bang and risque story gather 
ings. 

They provide automobile transportation fo 
many who could not otherwise attend Churck 
service. 

They conduct religious services in jails, ho 
pitals, on the county farm, in the open air, ane 
where necessary. 

This array of activities on the part of man 
membership should give a masculine tinge t 
any Church, and accomplish something for th 
community as well as the individual Chure> 
and the individual member. All laymen, lik 
Charles F. Andrews of India, may becom 
“powerful and acceptable interpreters of Chris 
to a community and to a nation.” Interpretin 
Christ in action may often accomplish wh 
law and preaching is powerless to do. 


DRAMATIZATION 


ERNEST H. SHANKS, Ph.D. 
1. Gideon at the Threshing-floor 


(Let the pulpit platform represent th 
threshing-floor. It is supposed to be hidde? 
away among the hills, for the Midianite 
were over-running the country and stealing 
robbing, burning the grain. Let the pulp 
chair be arranged so as to form a couch ii 
which Gideon may recline and sleep a 
night. Gideon should have a small flail.) 
Gideon enters with flail over his shoulde 
and talks to himself, — “I must do this thresH 
ing and gather the grain into the storehouse 
I hope the Midianites do not find it.” As he 
begins to use the flail, he is halted by a sligh 
noise, and looking up he sees a strange mes 
senger. (Let the angel be invisible to the auc 
ience). 

Gideon stands in amazement, speechless be 
fore the “Presence.” Then he bows down an: 
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worships before the vision. Arising, he asks to 
make a test. 

“But who am I that I should lead the bat- 
tle against the Midianites? Let me put a test. 
I will place this fleece (if a sheep’s pelt is not 
available, use a wool cloth with long nap) on 
the ground tonight. If in the morning the 
ground is wet with dew and the fleece is dry, 
then I shall know that it is of the Lord.” 

Gideon places the fleece on the ground, and 

settles himself to sleep. He awakens, and ex- 
amines the fleece and it is dry. “The fleece 
is dry and the ground is covered with the 
dew.” 
Gideon looks up and sees the angel again. 
Falling down before the “Presence” he con- 
esses his unworthiness and asks to make a 
further test. 


“Maybe there is some mistake. Let me 
rove it once more. Let the test be reversed, 
nd if in the morning the ground is dry and 
he fleece is wet, then I shall know of a cer- 
ainty that God has chosen me.” 


He places the fleece on the ground (only 
his time have a vessel of water so placed 
hat it is not seen from the audience, and put 
he fleece in it) and retires to his couch for 
e night’s sleep. Awakening, he arises and 
oes to see the fleece. Takes it up and wrings 
he water from it. “The ground is dry indeed, 
d the fleece, —It is wet! (wrings it). It is 
f the Lord.” 


Gideon faces the south and calls — “Ho! 
essenger! Call all the armed host to assem- 
le with me at the brook!” He faces the east 
nd calls, and then the north and calls as 
efore. End. 


Comment. When God calls we should be 
eady to respond. He will not refuse us if we 
sk to prove his will, but we must be reason- 
ble, and willing to obey. 


i. Peter at the Gate 


Explanation. Peter had been put in prison 
nd chained to two soldiers. The prison doors 
ere locked for the night. 

The church had met at Mary’s house to 
ray for Peter, “And prayer was made with- 
jut ceasing of the church for him.” 

Rhoda, a servant girl, was stationed near 
e door of Mary’s house to keep watch that 
ae soldiers should not come and take them 
y surprise and make other arrests. 

Peter, sleeping between two soldiers, was 
akened by an angel who came and touched 
im. (Do not impersonate the angel. Let 


ugust, 1940 


Peter appear to see him, and be led by him. 
The angel is not seen by others). 

Peter is told to arise. He gets up and the 
chains fall off, the soldiers do not awake. The 
angel beckons him and Peter follows. The 
guards standing by the door are wide awake, 
but they do not seem to see Peter passing. 

Peter realizing that it was not merely a 
dream, and that he is really out of the prison 
and in the street, goes at once to Mary’s house, 
where he knew the disciples would be assem- 
bled. 

Peter knocks at the street door, and Rhoda, 
a Christian servant girl, comes to see who is 
there, fearing it may be the soldiers. She calls: 

“Who is there?” 

“Tt is I, Peter.” 


(Dramatizing this, have Rhoda come 
from the audience to answer the knock. Let 
the choir represent the disciples assembled. 
Rhoda does not open the door, but comes 
quickly to report.) 


“Peter is at the gate, knocking.” (A voice 
from the choir.) “Rhoda, you are mad. Peter 
is chained and in the prison. It is impossible.” 

“But it is Peter. I know his voice.” (Peter 
continues to knock.) “Have we not been pray- 
ing that God would deliver him?” 

“Well, go, child, and open the door.” 

(Rhoda opens the door. Peter comes in 
and stands beside the Pastor and beckons 
them all to hold their peace. Rhoda follows 
and stands near him. Peter speaks.) 


“God has sent his angel and has delivered 
me from prison.” 

Comment: The church had been praying 
for Peter’s deliverance, but could not believe 
their prayers were answered. Sometimes we 
are like that. Let us have faith in God that 
He is able and willing to hear and answer our 
prayers. 


Hobby Night 

“Hobby Night” which proved so popular a 
project with Metropolitan Church (Detroit) 
young people last year, has been made a fea- 
ture of this year’s program. Fencing, badmin- 
ton, archery, table tennis and handicrafts are 
offered. Metropolitan girls are also busily 
engaged dressing dolls for Christmas baskets. 


Other projects of the church’s youth coun- 
cil are the library, from which many books on 
religion and allied subjects are available, and 
the Youth News, illustrated bulletin. 
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FRUSTRATING THE PURPOSES OF GOD 
Edward L. Young 


N speaking of God we have been very 
i bold. Especially is this true in the light 

of John 1:18, “No man hath seen God at 
any time” or I John 4:20, “He that loveth 
not his brother whom he hath seen, how can 
he love God whom he hath not seen?” In 
I Timothy 6:16 the writer attempts a picture 
of him whom he calls the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, “who only hath immortality, 
dwelling in the light which no man can ap- 
proach unto, whom no man hath seen nor can 
see.” Another writes, “And now we see darkly 
as through a glass.” (I Corinthians 13:12). 


Men have wanted to find God, to see him 
and know him. The universality of the quest 
bears witness in itself to the reality of that 
which has been ceaselessly sought. When 
men are thoughtful they wish to find God. 
The men who preach to them may not satisfy 
the longing in their heart and they may out- 
wardly deny the wish, but underneath men 
are hungry for the assuring reality of God in 
their lives. In the presence of this hunger 
there arise men who believe they have seen 
God and who are so convincing that often 
others come to see, or believe that they have 
seen, the reality of God through them. 


It is very helpful and interesting to know 
what men thought of God and his relation to 
the world in other ages. However, it is ob- 
vious that what they thought was largely 
determined by the conditions of their life and 
the established ideas regarding it. It is equal- 
ly helpful and interesting to see what the God 
of contemporary thinkers, Ames or Wieman or 
Rufus Jones or John Dewey, is like and where 


he is to be seen operating. That God is quite 
varied. 


But all of this only helps to prove that 
“no man hath seen God at any time.” How 
truly did men of old write when they said, 
“The just shall live by faith” (Romans 1:17, 
Galatians 3:11, Hebrews 10:38). The right- 
eous and the religious simply must live by 


faith. 


The very fact that so many have been so 
utterly and passionately sure and yet proved 
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to be so utterly wrong should stay our hands 
and soften our utterance. Our proclamatior 
of avowed truth should be as humble as < 
scientist’s submission of his discoveries, is sup 
posed to be, and that no matter how ferven 
our faith. 

The thing we really want to know is wha 
God is doing in the present world situation 
What have we a right to expect and what he 
has a right to expect? 


For my own part I find it necessary to b 
gin with man in my search for God. What 
ever realities or reality is in or of the uni 
verse has produced man, and one can no 
escape the thought that what begets mu 
surely have within itself elements of thax 
which is begotten. Thus it is that we co 
clude that as this creature of creation has 
heart that loves and dreams, a mind _ tha 
thinks and plans then somewhere is reality 
throbbing heart and dreaming soul and com 
scious intelligence. I know that love is in th 
universe, for I am in the universe. I am par 
of it and it is part of me. It has, indeec 
made me what I am, and I love deeply ani 
tenderly. Can a universe that planted see 
of love in the garden of my soul be itself with 
out love? Moreover, our own ethical an 
social attributes which are every whit as ac 
tive in a normal man as physical growth 
offers evidence that as the creature himse> 
knows and seeks and achieves righteousness - 
then the Creator, the Nature or Reality the 
produced him must also be moral and righi 
eous in his purposes. But in any case what 
ever God is like, you and I never rise an 
higher in our conception of him than ov 
highest thoughts and noblest sentiments. 


It appears to me that here is one of o 
grave mistakes. We say we must begin wi 
God. We are saved only by his action upo 
us. We apparently believe that some outsi 
agent, something not here now, will and mus 
enter the world and us to change or save U 
or do whatever needs to be done. We have 
great deal to say about the Spirit of Go 
transforming us. It is a convenient and co 
forting philosophy which lays everything goor 
and bad at the door of God. Men do ne 
really believe it nor live by it except as 
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feather bed or landing net to break their fall 
and keep them from bumps. It is a comfort- 
ing thought to believe that the angels will 
catch you when you fall, but only the angels 
with human hands and hearts ever do. It is 
reassuring to have the providence of God 
caring for every detail of your individual life 
and the life of the world, but as a matter of 
plain fact you and I are responsible for an 
endless number of things. It would indeed 
be comforting to think that God will make 
the decisions of the world, but it would cer- 
tainly tree men of responsibility. 


Does God stay the hand of the murderer or 
soften the heart of the persecutor or prevent 
the deception of the deceiver or silence the 
voice of the false teacher or guide the car of 
the drunken driver? You answer. He sees the 
sparrow fall but raises no hand to prevent it. 
“The very hairs of your head are all num- 
bered,” but they, when a cause is present, 
also fall. When a little child falls into the 
water or a man falls into self-destructive hab- 
its, the only obvious hands for lifting them 
are human hands. 


I can not speak authoritatively upon the 
Spirit of God, but I can say something about 
the spirit of man whose upward movement 
has given us our confidence in God. If God 
made us and breathed into us the breath of 
life, the life of God is already within us. If 
we are his creation and he fashioned the spirit 
in us, then the very spirit of man must par- 
take of the spirit of God. Such considerations 
as these must have been what led one man 
long ago to write, “God made man in His 
own image, in His own likeness and image 
made He him.” 


What, then, are the purposes and activities 
of God? We can not discern them unless we 
can discern them in the world where we live. 
They are not mysterious agents striking or 
intruding where they are not expected. They 
are not mysterious deliverances out of the 
nowhere. If they are we have no way of 
knowing them. They are in reality written 
into the very fabric of the universe and in the 
nature of man. 


It is, for instance, the purpose of God for 
children to grow to maturity. How do I know 
that? Because millions grow into maturity, 
some not because of proper care or adequate 
nourishment but in spite of the lack of these. 
They hang on and come through because they 
were born to live, not die. We may frustrate 
God by murdering babes before birth or 
neglectirig them after birth. The very fact 
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that we have a word “health” describing the 
normal condition of life and a word “right- 
eous” describing the desirable moral condi- 
tion, indicates to me that this is God’s purpose 
and will for man. If God is what our own 
nature and the fabric and pattern of the uni- 
verse tells us then He is just, loving and mer- 
ciful; but His will and purpose can be and is 
frustrated, defeated and trampled under foot, 
every day, by some one. 

Let us use war as an illustration. When 
War comes it is not because God has willed 
or caused it; but because men have in some 
Way set in motion causes and made decisions 
that have brought war, thus defeating the 
purposes of God in men and society. 

If war is prevented, it will be because men 
have had the intelligence and ethical sense 
to set in motion causes and made the deci- 
sions that will lead to peace in fulfillment of 
the will of God written in the fleshy tables 
of our hearts in our horror of death and suf- 
fering, our natural sympathies, sense of duty 
and love of home and people. 

If we wait for God to do what we can do 
ourselves and fail to become what we were 
made and intended to be, then we have de- 
feated the plans of God and frustrated His 
purposes. If we have it in the power of our 
hands to help others realize the purpose of 
God in themselves and fail, we are guilty of 
thwarting God here also. Surely you would 
not defend the thesis that the will of God 
has been fully done in our community. Whom 
do you hold responsible for the continual 
thwarting of God’s purposes? 


7. 


‘WHOM SHALL I KILL?” 

Clarence Edward Macartney 

“Therefore, kill.” Col. 3:5. 

Ve [ ie, a strange thing to find in the 
Bible, for the Bible is the Book that tells 
us not to kill. We are commanded not 

to kill in the word spoken by the Creator to 
the first killer and murderer, “The blood of 
thy brother Abel crieth unto me from the 
ground.” We are commanded not to kill in 
the smoke and thunders of Sinai, “Thou shalt 
not kill;” and almost the last warning of God’s 
Word is a warning against killing, where we 
are told that murderers are “without,” and 
cannot enter through the gates into the City 
of Life. And yet here, in plain words, un- 
mistakable, is this commandment, “Kill!” It is 
the only place, the only time, that the Bible 
tells us to kill. 


Page 367 


There is a great deal of killing done, but it 
is almost always the wrong kind. Men kill 
Hope. They kill their own hope for them- 
selves and the hope of others for them. Men 
kill Prayer. They so live that they hinder or 
kill their prayers. Although once they prayed, 
now they pray no more. Their life has killed 
their prayer. 


Men kill Love. They kill the Love of 
others for them. They kill the capacity of 
love in their own hearts. Love can be poi- 
soned by lust, or strangled by selfishness. 
There is a great deal of that kind of killing! 
Men kill their Faith and Belief. They can 
do that by repeated disobedience to God, by 
repeated indulgence in sin. Thus the prec- 
ious light of the Holy Ghost is quenched in 
their breast. 


Men kill Respect and Honor. When that 
happens all that is left is bestial. Men kill 
Joy, and sink the soul in sadness. Man was 
created for joy, yet the world is filled with 
multitudes who have killed their joy. Men 
kill Time, which is the friend of eternity and 
the messenger of God. Men kill Destiny. That 
destiny was nobly stated by St. Paul as “hon- 
or, glory, and immortality.” But multitudes 
refuse that appointment of God and so live as 
to kill their destiny. The world is full of sor- 
row and distress because men kill their best 
friends and helpers, but permit their real 
enemies to live. Now it is those real enemies 
that Paul has in mind when he says this start- 
ling thing, “Therefore, kill!” 


This brief, but sublime, letter to the Colos- 
sians sets forth two things in particular. The 
first, the greatness and the glory of the per- 
son of Jesus Christ, and second, the beauty 
and power of the life which it is possible for 
the Christian to live by his faith in Christ. 
There are two plans emphasized and outlined 
here. One is on the positive side; that is, 
what we are to cherish and to love, and to 
seek, and to cultivate. The other course of 
action that Paul recommends, and which is 
equally necessary if we are to live the Chris- 
tian life is on the negative side; the things 
that we are to resist, to oppose, to destroy 
and to kill. Life depends first of all upon the 
good we permit to influence us; and secondly, 
on how we refuse to permit evil to influence 
us. The strong life must be set against evil 
things. Here it is, then, that Paul gives the 
commandment to kill. “Therefore, mortify 


(literally, kill) your members which are upon 
the earth.” 


He then names and describes these ene- 
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mies. It is a brief catalogue, but when youl 
examine it, it takes in every area of life. First| 
of all, the enemies of a man’s body, lust and 
uncleanness. How many gifted and able livess 
have been wrecked and ruined and lost be- 
cause they did not kill this enemy. The next! 
enemy is a wrong relationship and regard| 
toward the world and things of the world.. 
This Paul calls “covetousness” “Where a man’s} 
heart is there will his treasure be also.” There 
is no setting of our affection on the things: 
above, when at the same time we are setting! 
our affection upon and coveting the things; 
of the earth. It has been said, and with some? 
degree of justification, that although the Bible» 
shows us good men who fall into all kinds of! 
sins, such as murder and adultery and false-- 
hood, it tells us of no good man who was; 
overcome by the sin of covetousness! That is; 
fatal to the spiritual life. The third class of ' 
enemies are those which represent a wrong! 
relationship on the part of a man towards: 
his fellowman. These are described as anger > 
and malice and lying. What a world we would! 
have if every one made war upon those ene-- 
mies in his life! And the last enemy is ai 
wrong attitude towards God, described as; 
blasphemy; and by that we mean the com-- 
plete denial of the relationship between God! 
and man and God’s authority over our life. 

All these, Paul says, we are to kill. The: 
reason why we are to kill them is that if we: 
do not kill them they seek to kill us. Jesus: 
put the same truth and gave the same com-. 
mandment to kill, only in a different form, in 
the Sermon on the Mount, where he said, “If 
thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out and 
cast it from thee, for it is profitable for thee 
that one of thy members should perish and 
not that thy whole body should be cast into 
hell. And if thy right hand offend thee, cut 
it off and cast it from thee, for it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy members should per- 
ish and not that thy whole body should be 
cast into hell.” 


Anything but an attitude of complete and 
irreconcilable hostility to evil within our na- 
ture is dangerous, and, in the end, will prove 
fatal. There is many a man who might have 
killed an enemy of his soul had he dealt with 
it in its beginning, in its first attack upon 
him. My mother used to tell her children the 
tale of a gentleman in India who had made a 
pet of a tiger cub. It slept in his chamber 
and played with him every day. But one day 
as he was sleeping in his chair, and his hand 
hung down towards the ground, the tiger was 
licking the hand. There was a slight cut in 
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the skin and the tiger tasted blood. Awakening, 
the man saw the glare of ferocity and the lust 
for blood in the tiger’s eyes, and with his free 
hand reached for his pistol and shot him. 
There are tigerish tendencies in human na- 
ture, and the only attitude toward them is 
not curiosity or indulgence, but to kill them. 
Mortify, therefore, your members. 

Some compromise with evil in their nature, 
or take halfway measures. There is no real 
determination to destroy the enemy. When 
God sent Saul to destroy the Amalekites, Saul 
thought he knew better than God and spared 
them. Years afterwards, when Saul _ lay 
wounded on the battle field of Gilboa, it was 
an Amalekite who drew his sword and slew 
him. The enemy that is spared today will not 
spare you tomorrow. 

When St. Paul was wrecked at Malta, and 
was carrying a bundle of faggots to the fire 
that had been kindled to warm the wave- 


beaten and rain drenched survivors, a viper 
in the faggots, brought to life by the heat of 
the fire, fastened itself on Paul’s arm. But 
Paul immediately shook it off into the fire. 
He did not wait to examine it, or to lay it on 
the grass and see just what its nature was. He 
shook it off into the fire, where it was imme- 
diately and completely destroyed. Vipers of 
evil and temptation worm their way out of 
the bundle of life’s circumstances and fasten 
themselves upon a man’s arm. The only thing 
to do is what Paul did—shake it off into the 
fire. Mortify, kill, therefore your members. 


Search now in your life and heart and see 
who your foe is. Is there any habit, any am- 
bition, any desire, any practice, any selfish 
purpose, any deliberate opposition to the Will 
of God? Then kill it! Let there be no com- 
promise! This is the hour! In vain you sing 
your hymns, in vain you utter your prayers, 
in vain you join in the worship of God’s house, 


No Matter Where You Live, Our Parish 
Paper Service Will Solve Your “Empty 


Pew” Problem 


ISTANCE is no obstacle. Churches from Maine to 

California, Texas to Northern Canada, Alaska, 
Australia and Bermuda are now effectively using our 
service. A Parish Paper will advertise your church, in- 
crease attendance and collections, conserve time, increase 
prestige, enthuse members and auxiliaries. Cost noth- 
ing if our service is used. In fact, many ministers make 


from $25 to $100 per month from Parish Paper work. 


Read What Others Say... 


“Your work is very satisfactory.”—Betty Baird, 
Haddon Heights, New Jersey. 
_ “A parish paper is a fine helper for a pastor.”—Reyv. 
Olin Ray, Coffeeville, Ala. 

“The readers praise The Progress. Your syndicate 
pages are fine.” —Rev. R. B. Searcie, Gary, Ind. 


FREE The Parish Paper Manual gives complete 
information regarding local church papers. 


Samples of parish papers produced by this company as 
well as full particulars regarding our Standardized Ser- 


vice will be mailed to your office. 


“T appreciate your splendid syndicate articles. They 
are first class and very helpful.”—Rev. H. E. Levoy, 
Fitchburg, Mass. 


“Your service is excellent.’—Rev. G. Wolf, Eagle 
Lake, Texas. 


“We appreciate your prompt service.” —Rey. N. A. 
Miller, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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unless with all that goes a declaration of war 
against all that is evil. 

But how shall we kill these enemies, so 
strong and so dangerous? The Christian has 
the secret. Not in his own might, but by the 
power of Christ. It is written of those con- 
querors who got the victory over the Beast 
and over his image that they overcame him 
“through the Blood of the Lamb.” 


“T asked them whence their victory came; 
They with united breath 

Ascribe their triumph to the Lamb, 
Their conquest to His Name.” 


Satan is too old and powerful and skilful 
an adversary for you to contend with alone. 
If you do that, you are sure to fail. But in 
Christ you cannot fail. You will overcome by 
the Blood of the Lamb; that is, by your con- 
stant reliance upon Christ, by your belief in 
Him as the Son of God, who so loved you 
and so desires that you shall be delivered 
from sin and achieve the great destiny that 
God has appointed for you, that He poured 
out His blood for you on the Cross. Do I 
hail a conqueror? Do I speak to one who 
shall join that great and illustrious throng of 


those who overcame by the Blood of the 
Lamb? 


EVERYWHERE WITH CHRIST 
Gordon W. Mattice 


Text: Ruth 1:16. 


HIS theme, “Everywhere with Christ,” 

chosen by the Christian Endeavor group 

for the current year, assumes that each 
of us will take the words of Ruth, addressed 
to Naomi, and applying them to our relation- 
ship with Jesus Christ, say: 


“Lord Jesus, entreat me not to leave thee, 
or to return from following thee; for 
wither thou goest I will go, and where 
thou lodgest I will lodge; thy people 


shall be my people, and thy God my 
God.” 


Are you honestly willing to say that to 
Jesus now? And mean it with all your heart, 
soul and mind? Before we answer this, let us 
note what is involved in making a decision 
like that, what going everywhere with Him 
may mean. His call is to faith, labor, suffer- 
ing and cross-bearing. It means renunciation 
of self for Him. The way of Christ has never 
been easy, and we have reason to believe 
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that it is becoming increasingly more difficult! 
to follow Him. There are hours of pleasure: 
we shall have to surrender; if we are to share: 
the burden of the world’s need with Him, itt 
will mean giving up much. But we shall also) 
gain much in fellowship with Him. 


To be ready to go anywhere with Him) 
will mean that men will criticize, argue, scoff; ; 
but take courage, they did this also to: 
Jesus, and at least, we shall never be in a 
minority as he was on that first Good Friday. 


Sir Wilfred Grenfell tells us that the one: 
thing Christ seemed to be asking him when 
he came to the moment in his life when he 
had to make a decision was, “Have you the: 
courage to follow me?” And He asks that of 
each of us today. 


Now having understood what is involved. 
in going everywhere with Christ, and we are: 


our “everywhere” a bit. 
that we will go everywhere with Christ. Bu 
do we mean it? Coleridge reminds us tha 
“our greatest mission is to rescue admitted 
truths from neglect caused by their universa 
admission.” And that is true. Go everywhere: 
with Christ? Yes, but look at some of the: 
areas of our experience to see if we will do: 
exactly that. 


1. Prayer. The busier Jesus was the more 
he prayed. We allow prayer to be crowded: 
out of our lives. Are we ready to follow Him. 
into the secret place of communion with God, 
spending much time on our knees in His pres- 
ence? We dare not go ANYWHERE without 
first having prayed. 


2. The Bible. Jesus spent thirty years in 
preparation for his life work. He knew the: 
sacred literature of his people. A Christian: 
should know the Bible better than any other 
book. We should be able to discuss it intelli 
gently, and that only comes from hours o 
careful study. Let us follow Him into the 
place of Bible study. 


3. The market place. Dare we follow him 
into Commerce and industry? Are we willin 
to carry his principles into the market place 
and put them into operation? Jesus lifted the: 
level of the market place. He has put us into 
the world to be Light, Leaven, and salt. Are: 
we that in the market place? He had th 
courage of His convictions there. Dare we fol 
low Him here? 


4. The legislative halls. Jesus challenged 
some of the government ideas of his day. In: 
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the field of international relationships, he car- 
ried His gospel. Do we follow Him here, 
seeking to know His will and practice his 
teachings? 


5. Social life. It is most interesting to study 
the social life of Jesus as it is portrayed in 
the Gospels. Are our social affairs the kind 
into which we can take Him? Do we measure 
all of our social relationships in the light of 
His teachings? Dare we take him here with 
us? 


6. Personal attitudes. We say that we are 
followers of Jesus. That is fine, but do we 
actually follow Him in love, forgiveness, help- 
fulness, service, and redemptive love? It ever 
remains true that “none shall be benefited by 
His death, who are unwilling to live his life.” 


7. The world. His command is still in ef- 
fect, “Go ye into all the world .. .” Do we 
do that? The situation we face in the world 
of today suggests that we have not. The 
state of affairs might be tremendously differ- 
ent if we had taken Jesus seriously about car- 
rying His Gospel to every place in the world. 


These are some of the aspects of our “every- 
where.” Do we dare to respond to the chal- 
lenge to take Him into all of these, and other 
relationships? 


Notice that we are not to go alone, we are 
to be “with Christ.” 


It is reported that when Alexander the 
Great was marching through Persia, that the 
‘way was hindered because of the ice and 
snow. The men became exhausted by the 
long and weary march, and would go no fur- 
ther. He dismounted his horse, and went on 
foot in the midst of his men, making a way 
with his own hands. They followed his exam- 
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ple. What men are willing to do for an 
earthly leader, they are often unwilling to do 
for Christ. We confess this to our shame. 
Heed his example, we are not alone. His 
comradeship should give us great courage. 


General Booth of the Salvation Army was 
once asked to give the secret of his success. 
His answer was; “God has had all there is of 
me. There have been men with greater brains 
than I, men with better opportunities, but 
from the day that I got the poor of London 
on my heart and had a vision of what Jesus 
Christ could do with and for them, I made 
up my mind that Jesus would have all there 
is of me, and if there is anything of power in 
the Salvation Army it is because God has had 
all the adoration of my heart, all the power 
of my will, and all the influence of my life.” 

Here is a word we dare not deny. We are 
to do just what General Booth was willing to 


do, and then we shall go everywhere with 
Christ. 


if 


How God Fights For His People 


“The Lord, your God, who goeth before you, 
he shall fight for you, according to all 
that he did in Egypt before your eyes.” 
Deut. 1:80. 


Old Testament militaristic terms are some- 
times made too literal among critics who wish 
to condemn the harshness of Scripture. Note 
here how a military term, largely figurative, 
is intended to convey a much more pacific 
policy; as well as to illustrate strong and vic- 
torious leadership for a people willing to be- 
lieve. “God fights for us”— 


I. By giving his people assurance of sym- 
pathy and concern. 


II. By revealing a high ethical standard 
(Deuteronomy—‘reiterated law”). This sense 
of righteousness has been the winning weapon 
in many struggles, won without fighting 
through Christian statesmanship; e. g. The 
Canadian boundary line; Hawaii-American 
Union; Christian Missionary triumphs in India, 
China and Africa: The Chilean-Argentine 
“Christ of the Andes.” 


HI. By disclosing the exalted spiritual na- 
ture of His Being, as entrusted to the Hebrew 
people; and later emphasized fully in the Per- 
son and teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ: 
who said “The truth shall make you free” 
(John 8:32), 
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The Spirit of God 
Materials: 
A lump of sugar 
A soft pencil 
A glass of water 


Demonstration: 


With a soft pencil mark the letter “G” on 
a lump of sugar. Hold the sugar with your 
thumb firmly over the letter to obtain an im4 
pression of it. Drop the sugar in a glass of 
water. Then take the hand of your helper 
whom you have called on to assist you, anc 
hold it over the glass. Press your thumb on 
which you have an impression of the letter: 
firmly on the palm of his hand over the glass § 
until the sugar is melted. The letter on the 
lump of dissolved sugar seems to have passec 
magically to the palm of his hand. 

Story: 

In the very beginning there was no earth 
Then God created the earth, but there was 
nothing but darkness and water on it. Then 
something happened; the Spirit of God movec 
over the earth. Now there was light; light 
everywhere. The sun gave light and heat in 
the daytime, and the moon and stars shon 
at night. Dry land appeared and the green 
grass began to grow, the fruit trees to blos- 
som, and the flowers to bloom. Then Goce 
made all the animals, and the birds, and the 
fish. And finally, he made man. 

The earth would not have become lovely; 
and beautiful with grass, flowers and trees: 
had not God’s Spirit moved over the earth: 
The Spirit of God can do everything. It is sci 
strong and yet you can not see it; you car 
only feel it. Jesus told Nicodemus that th 
Spirit of God was like the wind — you can 
feel it but not see it. You have felt the wine 
blowing through your hair; perhaps you hav 
seen it blow down trees and houses, or you 
may have seen it whip up the water in the 
ocean into huge waves. Yet you can not seé 
the wind; you can not hold it in your hands: 
God’s Spirit is like that. When it moved over 
the earth it could not be seen but it made the 
earth beautiful. 

We are not lovely and beautiful unless 
God’s Spirit makes us so. We can have his: 
Spirit in our hearts even if we can not see it: 
(Perform trick) This lump of sugar has the 
letter “G” on it which stands for God. (Ther 
place thumb over the letter firmly to get the 
impression) I will drop it into this glass of 
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water where it will dissolve and you can not 
see it. (Hold your helper’s hand over the 
glass with your thumb pressed firmly into the 
palm of his hand. The letter on the dissolved 
piece of sugar seems to have passed magic- 
ally to his hand.) But look! The letter “G” 
which we said stood for God, and which dis- 
appeared in the water is now in the palm of 
your hand. So the Spirit of God which you 
can not see, can be in your heart. If you let it 
come into your heart, it will make your life 
lovely and beautiful. 


of 
God or Money 
Materials: 

A piece of paper 2 

A pencil 

A handkerchief for a blindfold 
Demonstration: 

Divide the piece of paper into three slips, 
1 inch by 2 inches by tearing. Two of these 
slips will have three straight, even sides and 
one rough side, and the other will have two 
irregular rough sides and two straight, smooth 
sides. On the latter write the word “riches.” 
On one of the others write “Christ,” and on 
the other “no decision.” Put these three slips 
into a hat. Have someone blindfold you and 
then you proceed to draw out the slip of 
paper marked “riches.” This can be done by 
the sense of touch, choosing the slip with the 
two rough and two smooth edges. 

Story: 

There lived in the land of Palestine about 
two thousand years ago, a rich young man. 
This was at the time Jesus, our Saviour, lived 
in this same country. Jesus went about the 
country speaking to the people, healing the 
sick, and helping wherever he was needed. 
This rich young man watched him with much 
interest; he admired his bravery and his ac- 
tions so much that he wished to find out the 
secret of his way of living. So one night he 
secretly came to Jesus and asked him: “Jesus, 
what can I do to be saved, what can I do to 
be more like you?” Quick as a flash came the 
answer from Jesus, “Sell all your property, 
give it to the poor, and come and follow me.” 

Do you know why Jesus wished him to sell 
all his property? Here is the reason. He loved 
is riches more than anything else in the 


inches by 3 inches 


ASSISTANT PASTORS 


WANTED! 


+ + « fo supply the growing demand 


The Moody Bible Institute has on file many ap- 
peals from churches for well trained assistant pas- 
tors. To meet this need the Institute has revised its 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION— 
MUSIC Course 


TIME REQUIRED: 7 terms (a little over two years). 
EXPENSE: No tuition. Moderate living expense. 
REQUIREMENTS: High school graduation or equivalent. 


This combines some of the best features of two 
courses—nearly the entire Christian Education 
Course and the music subjects of the General 
Course. Private music lessons are not required. 
The ideal curriculum for men who desire to 
become pastors’ assistants in charge of the edu- 
cational work of the church 
and to assist with the church 
music. 

Applications must be in at 
least two weeks before open- 
ing date, September 4. 

Six other courses are also 
offered — General, Pastors, 
Missionary, Christian Educa- 
tion, Jewish Missions, Music. 


Write Dept. ZZ638 today for 
> enrollment blank or for further information. 


The MOODY Bible Institute 


OF CHICAGO 
153 INSTITUTE PLACE -« 


CHICAGO, ILL. 


Prove to your own 
Satisfaction the 
Superiority of 


ROYAL 
FOLDING 


CHAIRS 


1. 


. Stroagest—all models 


Most Comfortable. 


guaranteed. 


. Neat Appearing— 


Refined. 


. Light Weight—Easy 


to Handle. 


. Safest to Use—Non- 


tipping. 


. Most Economical to # 


Buy—a folding chai: § 
for every need. 


Sign below and attach to business letter 
head for New Royal Folding Chair Catalog 


FOR FREE 
30 DAY TRIAL 


First, mail coupon for our 
new catalog. Sclect the chair 
you like. We'll ship it im- 
mediately—prepaid. 


orld, more than his father and mother; yes, 
and worst of all, he loved his money more 
than he loved God. Here indeed, was a deci- 
ion for the rich young man to make. What 
Iwas his answer to Jesus? (Perform trick) See 
these three slips of paper; on one we will 
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write “Christ,” on the other “riches” and on 
the third “no decision.” Let us see what the 
young man decided. (Blindfolded pick out the 
slip marked “riches”) Yes, the young man 
chose to keep his riches. He decided that he 
loved and needed them more than anything 
else, even more than he needed God. 

Let us suppose that we were the rich young 
man and that we had to decide between love 
for God and love for money, what would we 
decide to do? Would we come to no decision? 
Would we choose as the rich young man did, 
choose “riches?” Or would we say, “Yes, Jesus, 
we will follow you; we want to love God, as 
you do, more than anything else, even more 
than money and riches.” 


J 
Appearances Are Deceiving 


Materials: 


A nickel 
A penny 
A small match box with a sliding drawer 


Demonstration: 

Pull out the sliding drawer of the match 
box almost all the way. Give it to the audi- 
ence for examination. When it is returned to 
you grasp the match box in your right hand 
with the extended drawer down. The back 
of your right hand should be toward the 
audience, and hold the match box so that its 
bottom side is toward you. In the palm of 
the right hand you have concealed a penny, 
and the open drawer is brought directly over 
it. The penny can easily be dropped into the 
drawer by a twist of the hand. Borrow a 
nickel from someone and with your left hand 
drop it into the open end of the match box 
cover. At the same time with the little finger 
of the left hand push the drawer into the 
closed position, and the nickel that you drop 
into the cover will be ejected secretly into the 
palm of your left hand. Pass the match box 
to someone in the audience. When he opens 
the drawer he will be greatly surprised to find 
a penny instead of a nickel. 

Story: 

(Perform the trick and then tell the story.) 
Do you really believe that the nickel turned 
into a penny? Of course you don’t. You know 
that by some trick I took out the nickel you 
saw me drop into the box and I put a penny 
in its place. I cannot change a nickel into a 
penny. It may look as if I did but really I 
did not. 

You must not let looks fool you. Appear- 
ances are deceiving. I will try to explain 
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what I mean by that. Out in the woods an 
open fields there are all kinds of wild berries 
in the summer. The color of these berries is 
beautiful and there are many shades. Most of 
the berries are good to eat, and when boys 
and girls see them they want to pick them) 
But, there are some of those lovely colorec 
berries that are not good to eat; they are 
poison and if you eat them you will become 
very ill. These poisonous berries look gooc 
but they are not good. Do not let looks foo) 
you. It looked as if I changed a nickel intc 
a penny. It only looked that way; I foolec 
you. 

A wolf looks different from a sheep. There 
is an old fable which tells us that one day 
a wolf put on the skin of a sheep in order 
to look like a sheep. In this way the wolf 
got in among the sheep and killed some 0 
them. The shepherd began to miss these 
sheep, and at last discovered that among his 
flock was a wolf in a sheep’s skin. So he pw 
a rope around his neck and hanged him. The 
wolf at first fooled the shepherd, but not for 
long. 

We should not try to fool others by oun 
looks. There are people who want to fool us 
by their looks. A good looking suit can no» 
make a bad boy a good boy not any more 
than a sheep’s skin can make a wolf a sheep 
A nice bright dress can not make a bad girt 
a good girl. The suit and the dress are no» 
important. It is the boy inside the suit or the 
girl inside the dress that counts. The Bible 
tells us that God does not look at the outwarc 
appearance, but that he looks into your hearts 
If the heart is all right then everything else is 
all right. If the heart is good, then you don” 
have to pretend to be what you are not. 

I may be able to fool you into thinking tha 
I have turned a nickel into a penny; the 
poison berry may look beautiful, the wolf ir 
a sheep’s skin may look like a sheep, but dc 
not be fooled or tricked by looks. Beautifu. 
berries can be poisonous and a wolf in <« 
sheep’s skin is not to be trusted. We may be 
able to fool others but we can not fool God! 
because he looks right through us into ou 
hearts. 

oA 
Still Had Hope 
Ezra 10:2. “Yet now there is hope.” | 

Hearing one day that Gabe (a plantatiow 
Negro) had lost his house by fire, I wen) 
down to visit him. Beside the heap of ashe» 
that had been his home stood his tiny forlor« 
stable. Into this he and his family had moved 
In reporting on his loss, he told me that he 
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had saved but one shirt out of all his posses- 
sions—“and dat one is raggety,” he 
cheerfully. 

I looked off over the desolate wintry fields, 
back at the smouldering ruin, and then at 
old Gabe’s invincibly serene face. “Well,” I 
said tactlessly, “this is what I call sure-enough 
depression.” 

“Oh, I ain't got dat,” Gabe assured me dis- 
claimingly; “I ain't got the real depression, 
because I still got hope.” 


added 


It took a plantation Negro to teach me that 
spiritual loss is the only kind which may be 
accounted real.—“Insight” by Archibald Rut- 
ledge in The Atlantic Monthly. 
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Pastoral Thoughtfulness 
Song of Sol. 5:13. “Sweet flowers.” 

“One beautiful afternoon a company of 
friends fairly kidnaped Bishop William A. 
Quayle, from his work and told him that they 
had decided he needed a good afternoon free 
from work and must accompany them down 
the lakeshore to where nature does its very 
best, where the lovely sands hold the sea, 
and where the sun sinks into evening behind 
a watered horizon. They made ready their 
picnic lunch on a beautiful chosen place, but 
could not find their kidnaped preacher. Fin- 
ally he came trudging in with an old basket 
he had found, loaded with wild flowers he 
had gathered, and sitting down he carefully 
and selectively bound them all up in lovely 
little individual bouquets for every one of the 
long list of shut-ins on his calling roll, every 
name of which roll he knew, and every ad- 
dress he easily remembered. He said as he 
named them one after another, that he could 
not dare to enjoy such a lovely outdoors as 
was about them in selfish satisfaction, to for- 
get the folks who could not get out of their 
stuffy little rooms, nor escape the bondage of 
their disease. 


“The next morning he was out of his bed 
and away before six o’clock, and the morning 
had not run far before every little bouquet 
had been personally placed in the pale hand 
for which it was designed, where, mingling 
with the rich fragrance of the bloom he 
brought, was that richer fragrance of the 
tender thoughtfulness, which made of every 
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little flower a loveliness those weary ones 
could never forget.”—(The Abingdon Press). 
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The Well Sends Forth Fresh Water 
John 4:14. “A well of water springing up into 
everlasting life.” 

At St. Margaret’s Bay, on the South Coast, 
there is a well of water which is below the 
high-tide mark, so that when the tide comes 
in the sea water covers the well; but the sea 
water never gets into the well. How is it that 
the water in the well remains fresh and pure? 
Because it is fed from the hills above. There 
is a constant source of sweet, pure water ever 
flowing in, keeping the salt, brackish water 
from entering and defiling the well. 

How can the Christian life be maintained? 
How is it possible, amid all the temptations of 
the world for the Christian to be pure and 
sweet, always loving, tender, and gracious? 
No man is equal to this task in his own 
strength; but there is a source of supply com- 
ing from the eternal hills of heaven that will 
be like a well of water within the Christian, 
keeping back from him the tides of evil, pre- 
serving him in the hour of trial, and filling 
him with the love of Christ.—A. Lindsay Clegg, 
J. P., in The Christian Herald, London. 


vy 
Keep on Praying 
I Sam. 1:12. “Continued praying.” 

As the life of General William Booth drew 
toward a close there went out the staccato 
message from the headquarters of the Salva- 
tion Army in London: “The General is ill; 
Pray!” Soon followed a second bulletin: “The 
General is dying; Pray!” The last was made 
public on August 20, 1912: “The General is 
dead; Pray!” God, however “buries his work- 
men, but carries on his work.” The founder 
and great leader of the army had fallen in a 
ripe old age, but the Salvation Army still 
leads its marching hosts on to victory over sin. 

y 
We Walk in Meadows 
Gen. 24:63. “Went out to meditate in the 
field.” 

Beneath the white processional of stars 

We walk in meadows fragrant with the night, 

And lean a while upon the pasture-bars 

To ponder this serenity of light 

That lies upon the land. No clamor mars 

This quietude. There blooms upon the sight 

A shadowed wonder. Time’s enduring scars 

Are lost a while, and grief is put to flight. 

We are not alien to this, who stand 
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To look upon the landscape of the dark; 

No planet shining in its ancient are 

Is hostile here; no star above this land 

Burns balefully. All things conspire to bring 

Our joy to flow in a night of Spring. 
—Ralph Friedrich in the New York Times.. 


7 
The Day’s Work 
James 1:25. “A doer of the work.” 
I hailed the morning sunshine 
With heart as light and free 
As beams that dance on streams that glance » 
And ripple to the sea. 
I fondly hoped at set of sun 
To have my Master’s work well done. 


I met the noontide sunshine 
With anxious heart that beat 
As toss the beams across the streams 
That quiver in the heat. 
For errors marred the work then done, 
And half the time had well-nigh run. 


I welcomed evening sunshine 
With thankful heart and still, 
As shades that creep through glades asleep | 
And steal from vale to hill. 
I leave my work with God above, 
And He will perfect it in love. 
—A. N. Smith, in The British Weekly. 
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J J ARAELAN, Deb: 


Sentence Sermons 


Mk. 10:5. “He laid down that law for you.” 
Gal. 6:16. “Peace and mercy to all who fol- 
low this rule.” 

You can't segregate your social graces from 
your religious virtues without inflicting irre- 
parable ethical and moral damage to both. 
Boast not of thy longevity of three-score 
years and ten, when thou hast niggardly re- 
fused to give but three minutes of thy time 
to thy Creator. Avoid profuse apologies and 
excuses — your friends do not need them and 
your enemies will not believe you. Unless you 
wish to make your conscience a defense-mech- 
anism or smoke-screen for your ignorance — 
be wary of final ex cathedra pronouncements 
concerning such controversial subjects as War, — 
Politics and Religion. Selah. 


v 
Man and State 
Ephes. 6:12. We struggle with hierarchies, 
authorities, spirits of evil.” 
What constitutes a State, 
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: 


Neen ee a ee ea  —————— reel ee eee e__ 


Not high-raised battlements, or labor’s mound, 
Thick walls, or moated gate; 
Not cities proud, with spires 
crown d; 
No; men, high-minded men; 
Men, who their duties know; 
But know their rights; and knowing, dare 
maintain, 
These constitute a State. 
—Sir William Jones. 


mt 


and _ turrets 


Seed or Soil 
Matt. 13:6. “Seed scorched and withered, be- 
cause soil not deep.” 

It is unquestionably true that there is a lot 
of “weak” preaching extant today, but a care- 
ful study will also reveal that the greater 
weakness lies in weak hearing, weak, vacuous 
criticism and weak living. Give an average 
pitcher-preacher better support in better cat- 
chers, fielders and hitters and watch the in- 
creasing number of “victories” for God, and 
country. The main work of the church is 
team work. It is true in all other work that 
associates and officials and workers must co- 
ordinate and subordinate their activities for 
the success of the whole, only, in church 
work it is a thousand times more so. If it 
takes a pile of living to make a life, it takes 
a lot of genius and inspiration, besides the 
work of the Holy Spirit to save one human 
being. Religious solidarity and social solidar- 
ity are twin brothers, but the family is not 
large. The seed of the Gospel is still good, 
but O, what soil! 

“ 
Religion of Culture 
I Cor. 8:13. “Not eat 
brother fall.” 


“How dearly I love to meet Mrs. So-and- 
So and her friends” remarked a cultured little 
lady. “It is an inspiration to contact some on 
this mundane sphere who do not possess 
“corned-beef-and-cabbage” minds. There is no 
place for artificial social straining and sham- 
ming in some homes. One does not need a 
mouth-wash to cleanse tongue, mouth and 
ears from tainted gossip and scandal. When 
one feels right after meeting such persons, it 
must be because they live right. No wonder 
if we yearn to meet them again. Character is 
a culture and the most prized flower in the 
entire garden of human virtues. Religion and 
character are twin-sisters. 


meat to make my 


~ 


Belongings or Belonging 
Luke 10:42. “She hath chosen that good part. 
“In the state, as in the family, we do not 
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get what belongs to us until we have a sense 
of belonging. We tend to lock ourselves out 
of blessings by personal, sectional, selfish in- 
terests. If our free countries are not to be 
outstripped — we need a rebirth of patriotism, 
not of the blustering fascist nations; not of the 
subservient type; not of the narrow national- 
istic kind; not of swashbuckling, sword-swing- 
ing variety, but a patriotism as zealous for 
peace as for war, a patriotism that can enlist 
youth in constructive causes as some lads are 
aroused by their imperialistic dreams. It takes 
big objectives to call forth greatness. Amer- 
ica must rethink her desires for freedom and 
discover that the largest liberty comes from 
belonging rather than from belongings.” From 
“Live For Tomorrow” by Ralph Sockman. 


“ 

Sharing 

II Cor. 9:6. “He who sows sparingly, reaps 
sparingly.” 

The minister made his appeal for funds. 
He concluded with these words: “I have 
sought to disturb you. Your annoyance must 
be great, but it is not half so great as my feel- 
ings are in having to do this. But as painful 
as it is to me, I am not going to say what the 
boy said to his father, “If it hurts you more 
than it does me, why not stop?” No minister 
demands of others what he doesn’t demand 
of himself. Christ spared not himself to save 
others. 

y 
“Flaming Youth” 


Lk, 2:32. “As Jesus grew older he gained in 
wisdom.” 

A few years ago, we sought through ques- 
tionnaires to ascertain how universal was the 
phenomena called “flaming youth.” Of 17,000 
answers, less than one per cent even referred 
to any such social disease. The term may 
have been conveniently coined for literary 
purposes especially by clever novelists, news 
reporters and for motion picture themes, but 
to the average youth in school, college, office 
and shop, “flaming youth” is a misnomer. Of 
greater importance and _ significance is the 
revelation that three-fourth’s have “unsolved 
personal problems;” nearly one-half are think- 
ing in terms of “world wide problems;” two- 
thirds of all “problems” center around such 
institutions as the Home, School, Church, 
State, Employment and Use of Leisure Time. 
Intermingled with social and religious ideal- 
ism could be seen much caustic and cynical 
criticism, not so much against these institu- 
tions themselves, as in the often static and 
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unprogressive nature of their programs. In the 
realm of religion, over 80 per cent are con- 
servative, formal and quite self-satisfied; less 
than one per cent of the whole were ultra- 
cynical of religion, either as atheists, agnos- 
tics, infidels or deniers of religious certainties. 
Terms such as “institutionalism,” “centers of 
dogmatism” and “traditionalism,” “social 
club,” “inner circle of favored few” and even 
“a good sales-agency” were often applied to 
the church. What youth thinks of the average 
minister is complimentary in the main: “the 
inefficient and sensational preacher does not 
get me. I respect the non-opinionated and 
serious type’—“modern youth is not a victim 
of crass materialism, pseudo-psychology and 
unscientific theories. He believes in a greater 
and more inclusive God than his elders. He 
is dumbfounded with the vast amount of un- 
solved social problems, that’s all.” 


of 


Parlor Prattle 


I Cor. 1:19. “I will thwart the shrewdness of 
the shrewd.” 

Luke 10:21. “Hiding all this from the learned 
and intelligent.” 


It was not true yesterday, nor is it true 
today—at least in the main, that “rich and 
wealthy interests” control and direct the vital 
policies of the average church. Observation 
and experience often reveals that these are 
so deeply engrossed in the petty affairs of 
their own lives, as to have but little concern 
or care for the vital principles and pressing 
problems of the church and the kingdom. The 
proud and rich are a problem in themselves. 
Take a good long look at your church and 
see if the workers and contributors are not 
largely from the ranks of the sterling “middle 
class-men and women whose hearts have 
been touched by the love of God and who in 
return “love folks.” 


A 
When God Unrolls the Canvas 
I Cor, 13:12. “At present we only see the baf- 
fling reflections in a mirror.” (Moffatt). 
Not till the loom is silent, and shuttles 
cease to fly, 


Shall God unroll the canvas, and explain 
the reason why 


The dark threads are as needful in the 
Weaver's skillful hand, 


As the threads of gold and silver in the pat- 
tern He has planned. 


—Author unknown. 
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THE INDISPENSABLE CHRIST 
By A. E. Whitham. Harper and Bros., N. Y., 1940 156 pp. 
$1.50. 

This is a volume of rich devotional studies. It is 
filled with examples of fine homiletic ability. The 
preacher will find much that he may study with profit. 
The Christian will find his heart strangely warmed as 
he reads and meditates. There is a continuity in the 
chapters and they present the heart of Christian teach- 
ing “from the Virgin Womb to the Virgin Tomb.’ It 
is a book greatly to be commended. 

—Wm. 


PRAYERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
By Stuart R. Oglesby. John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 

187 pp. 75e. 

A little book of prayers that everyone should appre- 
ciate. Originally written and printed in the church bul- 
letin, they are excellent as helps to the devotional life 
of adults and children. Special days, occasions, and 
needs are remembered. There are also two pages of 
graces. It is to be commended. 

—Wm. 


YOU AND YOUR MINISTER 
By Hampton Adams. The Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo. 

168 pp. 

The author is minister of the Union Avenue Chris- 
tian Church in St. Louis. He has written for the lay- 
men of the Church to help them understand the min- 
ister and the ministry, and so to establish a closer co- 
operative relationship between minister and people. It 
is well done, although perhaps a little wordy. The min- 
ister may read it as another book on the pastoral office, 
and most of us will profit thereby. 

—Wwm. Tait Paterson. 


Tait Paterson. 


Tait Paterson. 


DARE YOU FACE FACTS? 
By Muriel Lester. Harper & Brothers, New York City. 

125 pp. $1.25. 

This fine Englishwoman has written a searching book 
concerning our attitudes towards world trends and hap- 
penings of our own day. The reviewer’s first thought 
was that it was too late. But it is never too late for 
the cleansing of the heart and mind, and that is what 
she calls for. Briefly and bluntly it is a challenge to 
be Christian. ‘How very hard it is to be a Christian!” 
Of course, many will differ with Miss Lester in some 
of her findings and assertions but in this day of the 
revealing of many hearts she strikes too close to our 
own hearts to fail to stir the conscience. ‘The thesis 
of this little book is a simple one. ‘It is no weak Christ 
we have to deal with but a Christ of power. And we 
are to be alive as he was alive by the power of God.” 
China, Japan, Germany, Italy, France, Britain, America 
—we are challenged to face the happenings in these 
lands as Christians. And it is no easy or complacent 
task. —Wm. Tait Paterson. 


THE WAY OF PEACE 
By Harry A. Ironside. American Tract Society, New York 


City. 202 pp. $1.50. 

Any book of peace is particularly pertinent today. 
The peace about which Dr. Ironside writes is “ a peace 
that may be obtained and enjoyed if men but take 
God’s way as revealed in His Word.” It is a sane and 
positive treatise upon all portions of the Bible that 
deal with peace, whether that peace be with God, in 
the individual’s heart, or among nations. Dr. Tronside 
teaches that we can be sustained in the midst of all the 
present confusion by the glad assurance that earth’s 
checkered history will end in a time of universal peace 
and brotherhood when all nations shall come to the 
knowledge of the truth and the destructive arts of war 
shall be forgotten. —Charles Haddon Nabers. 


WHO IS THIS KING OF GLORY? | ! 
By William Hallock Johnson. American Tract Society, 
New York City. 217 pp. $1.50. 


Dr. Johnson, president emeritus of Lincoln Univer- 
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LEARN HOW TO BUILD SERMONS 


William M, Smith, the instructor in Homiletics and Psychology in 
Union Bible Seminary, has prepared a course of twenty lessons in Homilet- 
ics which will help you. Fiftcen methods of outlining are employed 
Sample below: : 

Text :. Thou wilt shew me the path of life 
Subject: The Journey of Life. 
Method: The Pictorial Outline Method. 


Outline: 
III The Road—‘‘path”’ 


a, One of many. 
b. Is a narrow road. 
c. Not many going this way 


I The Guide— 
“Thou’’—Jesus 
a. Qualifications — Wise, 
kind, etc. 
b. Experience—Been over the 
road. 
c. Interest—He died for me. IV The Destination— 
‘‘life”’ 
a. Contrast with death. 
b. A delightful anticipation 
c. A glorious consummation. 
Gentlemen: I enclose $1.00 for this set of lessons and ‘‘The Gospel Min 
ister’’ weekly for 26 issues 


UNION BIBLE SEMINARY, Dept. 353, Westfield, Ind. 


II The Traveler—‘*me” 
a Must take the journey. 
b. Have not had experience. 
c. Need just such a guide, 
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Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 
Marking 103 years of service 
1837 to the church and clergy 1940 
COX SONS & VINING, INC. 


131 EAST 23RD STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


MITE BOXES 


For Missionary and Special Offer- 
ings. Catalog free. Samples of va- 
rious styles sent on receipt of 25c. 
Edwards Folding Box Co. 
Manufacturers of Folding 
Paper Boxes of All Kinds 


27 N. 6th St. PHILADELPHIA 


BRASS ALTAR FIXTURES == 


Crosses, Vases, Candlesticks, Candelabras, 
Missal Stands, Offering Plates, Chalices, 
Ciboriums, Patens. Booklet of designs sub- 
mitted on request. 

J. P. Redington & Co., Dept. 800, Scranton, Pa. 


PUBLIC SPEAKERS!!! 
Let us prepare your sermons, speeches, lectures, 
articles, essays, etc., at a most modest cost. 
Prompt, scholarly, individual and confidential. You 
get full and exclusive use of all material ordered. 
Circular FREE on request 


Continental Writers’ and Speakers’ Bureau 
705 Railway Exchange Bldg. 
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of the day, that awaken, stir, convict and, under God, con- 
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McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY, Baltimore, Md. 


sity, presents Jesus as the King of Glory, giving the: 


Witness of the New ‘Testament, of Philosophy, of 


Ethics, of Human History and Christian Experience. . 


It is a superb testimony to the Divinity of the Lord 
as manifested in both Scripture and experience. 
written to furnish material to those who are tempted to 
doubt the reality of the Christian faith as materialism 
and paganism engulfs so much of the western world. 
It is a worthy exposition of the whole New Testament 
doctrine of the Incarnation—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


CHRIST AT THE HEARTH 


By Sidney W. Powell. The Judson Press, Philadelphia. . 


127 pp. Paper. 60c. 


It is} 


This is a study book on the home and the family. , 


It is an excellent book of its type. Denominational 
awakening to home and family needs has been slow, 
but it now seems to be real. Study books of this type 
fill an important need and their use will do much 
good. —W. R. Siegart. 


ON THE WAY TO EMMAUS 


By Byron Nelson. Augsburg Publishing House, Minnea- - 


polis. Cleth. 83 pp. $f.00. 

The author wanted to tell the story of Jesus as con- 
tained in the Old Testament. He chose the walk to 
Emmaus as his medium. Here he puts into the mouth 
of Jesus the Old Testament prophecies concerning the 
Messiah. It is done with reverence and good taste. The 
book was first published in 1937 and this must be a 
reissue, testifying to a definite demand. 

—W. R. Siegart. 


THE OLD-FASHIONED REVIVAL HOUR, and the Broad- - 


casters. 

By J. Elwin Wright. Fellowship Press, Boston. 254 pp. 

Cloth. $1.00. 

This is the story of a radio program conducted by 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Fuller. I confess I never 
heard of it. But the story is sympathetically written; 
the tale is easily told; and the results are stated. It 
will probably interest many people-——W. R. Siegart. 


BUILDING THE CHURCH 
By Dr. Mark A. Matthews. American Tract Society, New 

York City, 193 pp. $1.50. 

Dr. Matthews spent practically all of his ministry in 
one Church, the First Presbyterian Church of Seattle, 
Washington. He completed this book just a few weeks 
before his death in November, 1939. He is surely well 
qualified to speak on such a subject for his Church 
had a membership of 8,818, and a Sunday School of 
6,000! In the last year of his ministry, he received 553 
new members into the Church. Here is a preacher who 
ought to know how to build the Church. It is claimed, 
and who can deny it, that his is the largest Protestant 
Church in the world. 

This book brings together the great truths of the 
Bible concerning the Church, and a thorough discussion 
of the facts relative to the Church. Taking as a gen- 
eral text “Upon this rock I will build my Church... .” 
Dr. Matthews discusses the faith, power, material, pur- 
pose, organization and outreach of the local Church. 
He shares with us some of his methods, not many of 
which are particularly new, but the way he has em- 
phasized them is original. The counsel here given is 
applicable to any Church. It is a book that deserves 
a wide circulation and a careful reading. 

—Gordon W. Maitice. 


THANK YOU, AMERICA! 
By George S. Brookes. Dodd, Mead & Co., New York City. 

199 pp. $2.00. 

The author is an Englishman born in a drab and 
poor mining town, the son of a poor miner. He grew 
to manhood with no advantages of education or cul- 
ture. He came to America as a printer, secured work 
and began to build. Asked to supply the pulpit of a 
small weak church, he began to prepare himself for 
the ministry. This is the story of that struggle and 
his achievement. He earned the degrees of A. B., B. D., 
and Ph. D. The book has much of humor and pathos 
and inspiration in it. It is his story and it is also his 
expression of gratitude to America, the land the people 
who gave him opportunity. And another immigrant 
echoes him, “Thank You, America!” 

—Wm. Tait Paterson. 
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MASTER SERMONS OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 
Edited by Gaius Glenn Atkins. Published by Willett 
Clark. 243 pp. $2.00. , 
Here is an anthology of representative sermons by the 
outstanding preachers of the century called “the golden 
century of preaching.” Dr. Atkins has spent many 
hours in research and here presents what he considers 
sermons which represent the style, ruling ideas and 
distinctive messages of such men as Channing, Beecher, 
Newman, Martineau, Chalmers, Brooks and Robertson. 
There are thirteen in all. The sermons are well chosen. 
This book ought to be read by preachers for it sup- 
plies sovereign examples of craftsmanship, structure, 
choice of words, as well as suggestive ideas. These 
sermons are timeless. Each sermon is prefaced by a 
very interesting brief biography of each man: ‘ 
Gordon W. Mattice. 


THE INCOMPARABLE BOOK 
By Newman Watts. Published by the American Tract 

Society, New York City. 251 pp. $1.50. 

This is one of the winners of the Prize Book Con- 
test conducted by the American Tract Society. It was 
written by an English Journalist. As the title implies 
it is a book about the Bible. Some of the titles are, 
“A book of Human Interest;” “Of Literary Grandeur;”’ 
“Of Sublime Influence;” “Of Amazing Accuracy;” ‘Of 
Modern Challenge.” 

The book is of particular significance because it is 
not written by a professional theologian, but by a 
journalist who, in his study of literature, sees the Bible 
a book incomparable to other books. Pleading that a 
chaotic world needs a rediscovered Bible, and that a 
bewildered Church needs to rediscover the Bible, the 
author shows from history, from the testimony of 
scientists, from educational leaders, from archeologists, 
and others that the Bible is God’s book. This is a 
well written book, and furnishes much inspiration and 
material. It is heartily recommended. 

—Gordon W. Mattice. 


KNOW THE TRUTH 
By Rey. Joseph A. Cottam, Ph.D. Published by American 

Tract Society, New York City. 259 pp. $1.50. 

This is one of the winners of the Prize Book Con- 
test conducted by the American Tract Society. The 
book sets forth the great essentials of the Christian 
faith in a comprehensive manner. Seventeen chapters, 
each a thorough study, set forth what to believe. They 
form a complete review of the meaning of belief in 
God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, Man, Sin, the Atone- 
ment, Repentance, Faith, Justification, the Church, the 
Second Coming, etc. The book is thoroughly Evangeli- 
cal and Biblical in tone. Quotations abound. A helpful 
book for Church School workers, for Communicant’s 
classes, and all who desire to be able to give a reason- 
able answer concerning the faith. 

Gordon W. Mattice. 
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WHY DIE? 
By Columbus Bradford, A.M. 

This author reasons: Since the Bible’s last word about 
death, (Rev. 21:4) repeals its first word about death 
(Gen. 2:17), none should now die. ; : 

Says a well known Church editor: “T think ‘Why die?’ 
contains many things which Christians ought to consider, 
and some which they ought to believe beyond anything 
they are now asked to believe.”’ : 

Clothbound. $1.00 prepaid. Copies may be ordered 
from The Christopher Publishing House, Boston, Mass. 
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